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PREFACE. 


a Sed 


The spread of the gospel by mission- 
ary labors may be considered among the 
most interesting subjects that have. ever 
engaged the attention of man. The com- 
mand was originally given by the Lord 
Jesus to those whom he had appointed 
for the work, to “ go into all the world and 
preach the gospel; with the gracious 
promise, that he would be with them un- 
to the end. In obedience to this com- 

mand, the Apostles of Christ went from 
place to place preaching the word of life, 
and setting an example for those who 
should follow them in succeeding ages. 

At the time of the great apostacy, when 
the influence of Popery had nearly dark- 
ened the world, and the true Church was 
driven into the wilderness, missionary la- 
bors were much interrupted, and,at times, 
almost neglected. Yet there were found, 
even in those days, faithful servants of 
God,who shunned not to declare his whole 
counsel ; and who, under the threatening 
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rod of persecution, were superior to the 
terrors of death. : 

Since the reformation which commen- 
ced through the instrumentality of the 
great Luther, the gospel has been taking 
a general spread. Some of its ministers 
have promoted it by their stationary la- 
bors, while others have pursued the itin- 
erant plan, devoting their lives to mis- 
sionary purposes. The labors of the Rev. 
Messrs. John Wesley, Charles W esley, 
George Whitefield, and their associates 
will never be forgotten. Full of grace 
and zeal, they went forth preaching the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, until it plea- 
sed God to callthem from labor to rest. 
The extensive revivals of religion which 
attended their ministry, and the extraor- 
dinary progress of their successors, have 
finally overcome the prejudices which had 
existed against an itinerant ministry, and 
excited a thirst in christian ministers of 
diferent denominations to promote it. 

The present crisis may be regarded as 
being at once the most interesting and en- 
couraging the Church has ever beheld. 
} The preat body of protestants bothin Eu- + 
| rope and America, now give their voice 
| in favor of missions, and the number of 
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missionaries is inereasing. Never was 
there a tine when so many ministers of 
grace and tree salvation were laboring on 
the itincrant system, as there are at this 
moment. Never were the prospects of 
Zion more glorious. The gospel is not 
pre: ached ia vain, but with suecess. The 
spirit of grace is poured upon the people, 
and or at is the ingathering of souls. A 
more rich and extensive harvest still ap- 
pears in prospect, and the time is ap- 
. proaching when the great Head of the 
Church shall overcome his enemies, gath- 
er the nations to his standard, and sway 
his peaceful sceptre through the world. 
Ata time like this, the spread of use- 
ful knowledge and missionary intelligence 
cannot fail to meet the friendly support 
of those who are favorable to christianity. 
To aid in the promotion of this valuable 
object is the design of the present publi- 
cation 3; and it is offered to the publie with 
the hope, that it will be rendered gener- 
ally useful. Itis the intention of the pub- 
lishers to furnish a considerable portion 
of original matter; and to have the work 
embrace christian experience, revivals of 
religion, a of the gospel, literature, 
2 
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and other interesting subjects. The mat- 
ter not original will be gathered from val- 
uable sources. Instead of arranging the 
different subjects under distinet beads, 
after the manner attended in some mis- 
cellaneous productions, which is often at- 
tended with difficulty, the parts compos- 
ing this work will be arranged principal- 
ly witha view to entertain and profit the 
readers. Controversial subjects, when 
admitted, will be treated with candor, and 
as much as possible without the appear- 
ance of party zeal. ‘The great truths of 
ehristianity will be supported, the spread 
of religious and literary knowledge will 
be encouraged, and the whole work con- 
ducted with a sincere desire to satisfy a 
liberal minded community, and adyance 
the Redeemer’s kingdom. 


New-Market, Dec. 1, 1818. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKUTCH OF REV. MR. GRIMSHAW; 
AS GIVEN BY REV. JONATHAN CROWTHER. 


Tuis eminently good and useful. man, was a 
clergyman of the Church of England. He was 
born at Brindle, near Preston, in Laneashire, in 
September, 1708; was ordained in 1731, but 
for some time afterwards was vain and trifling, 
the reverse of all serious godliness. At this 
time he was minister of ‘Todmorden, nine miles 
north of Rochdale. However, in two or three 
years he became more thoughtful; and m 1742, 
he became a genuine Christian, a zealous 
preacher of the gospel. 

In May, that same year, he became minister 
of Haworth, in the parish of Bradford, in York- 
shire. Haworth is one of those obscure places, 
which like those fishing towns on the coast of 
the Sea of Galilee, where our Saviour bestow- 
ed so much of his time and labors, owes most 
of its celebrity to the preaching of the gospel. 
Its name would scarcely have been known, had 
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it not been connected with the name of the cel- 
ebrated Grimshaw. ‘The bleak and barren 
state of the adjacent country, was no improper 
emblem of the state of the inhabitants, who, 
when he went first among them, were in gen- 
eral very ignorant, careless, and wicked, hav- 
ing little more sense of religion than their cat- 
tle, and were wild and uncultivated like the 
rocks and hills which surrounded them. But 
by the blessing of God upon his zealous and a- 
bundant labors, very many were awakened out 
of their sinful sleep, were brought to fear God, 
to live godly, righteeus, and sober lives, und 
were filled with peace and joy in believing. 
His lively, striking, and impressive method of 
preaching, was soon much talked of, and attrac- 
ted great numbers to hear him from every part 
of the surrounding country, and often from a 
great distance. Nor was this merely durmg the 
period of novelty, but continued through more 
than twenty successive years. 

As the poor make their want of better 
clothes an excuse for not coming to divine ser- 
vice in the day-time, he established, chiefly for 
their sakes, a sermon on Sunday evenings, after 
preaching forenoon and afternoon. And he be- 

an a method in 1743, which he continued to 
the end of bis life, of preaching i in each of the 
fuur hamlets under his care, three times every 
month. By this, the old and the infirm, who 
could not attend the church, had the truth of 
God brought to their houses ; and many who 
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were so careless as scarce ever to go to the 
church, were thus allured to hear. 

It was not long, before the holiness of his 
life, the zeal and dilizvence with which he in- 
structed the people of his charge, and the great 
good which many ‘vom the neighboring parish- 
es had obtained by attending his ministry, caus- 
ed him to have many invitations to preach at the 
houses of divers persons in other parishes. And 
when these petitioners, like the man of Mace- 
donia, cried, “Come over and help us,” he be- 
lieved it to be his duty to go. And thus, while 
he provided abundantly for his own flock, he 
annually preached near three hundred times 
to congregations in other parts. He form- 
ed two circuits for himself, which, with 
some occasional variations, he traced every 
week alternately. One of these, he pleasant- 
ly termed his tdle week ; because during that 
he seldom preached more than twelve or four- 
teen times. In his working week, he often 
preached twenty-four and sometimes thirty 
times. An itinerant clergyman was a strange 
thing : and Mr. Grimshaw was perhaps the first 
minister in Yorkshire, whose zeal prompted 
him to preach in other parishes, without ob- 
taining consent from the ministers belonging to 
them. 

From the ysar 1745, he maintained a close 

union with the Methodists, and acted as Mr. 
| Wesley’s assistant in some parts of Yorkshire 
_ and Lancashire. The parts then formed what 
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was called the Haworth Circuit, of which Mr. 

Grimshaw was considered as being the perpet- 
ual superintendent. He visited the classes quar- 
terly, and renewed their tickets; attended quar- 
terly meetings, and frequently preached. upon 
those occasions; and oiten presided at love- 
feasts 1 the Methodist societies. He attend- 
ed the conference, when held at Leeds, and al- 
ways preached. At that time, the conference 
was held at London, Bristol, and Leeds, alter- 
nately, and at no other place. His employ- 
ments would not allow him time togo to either 
of the other places: but though he was never 
there, he had a great name, and many friends 
ia London. He lived in strict friendship with 
the Methodist preachers; they lodged at hi 

house, and preached in his kitchen; aud he reg- 
ularly published in his church when the preach- 
ing would be inhis house. And he was so far 
from envying the talents, popularity, or success 
of the preachers, that he greatly rejoiced in 
their labors. He heard even tlie weakest of 
them with great and humble attention, and ma- 
ny of them he preferred in honor to himself. 
One time, after William Shent had been preach- 
ing in his kitchen, he fell down before him, say- 
ing, “I am not worthy to stand in your pres- 
ence.”—And at another time, when Benjamin 
Beanland had beet preaching in the same place, 
he embraced him, and said, “ The Lord 5'xss 
thee, Ben, this is worth a hundred of my ser- 
mons.” 
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Mr. Grimshaw’s was a very extensive cir- 
cuit, and though they travelled much on horse- 
back, it required three or four preachers, be« 
sides him, to supply it-—But he regularly sup- 
plied his own church on the Sundays. His 
house and church were ever open to Mr. White- 
field, or any other gospel minister, who might 
occasionally visit those parts; but in respect to 
discipline, and doctrines in general, he held the 
same sentiments as Mr. Wesley. 

The Lord gave great suecess to his labors. 
It is true, his manner of life excited much envy, 
jealousy, and displeasure inmany of his clerical 
brethren; but none of these things moved him, 
_ or did he count his character, or even his life, 
dear unto himself; but went on, testifying 
the gospel of the grace of God. Nor did he 
meet with any serious and determined marks of 
disapprobation from his superiors in the church. 
But he was opposed by some who hated to be 
reformed. At Colne, a riotous mob, hired for 
the purpose, and headed by the parson, distur- 
bed him while preaching. 

* Mr. White’s proclamation for enlisting men 
into the mob, raised against the Methodist, ran 
as follows: 

® “Notice is hereby given, That if any man be 
mindful to enlist inte his Majesty’s service, un- 
der the command of the Reverend Mr. George 
White, Commander in Chief, and John Bannis- 
ter, Lieutenant General of his Majesty’s forces, 


for the defence of the church of England, and 
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the support of the manufactory in and about 
Colne, both which are now in danger, let him 
repair to the drum-head, at the Cross, where 
each mou shall have a pint of ale for advance, 
ail other proper encouragements.” 

This Mr White was educated at Doway, in 
France, for orders in the Church of Rome ;. but 
upon his recantation, was noticed by Archbish- 
op Potter, and by him recommended to the 
Vicar of Whalley, who appeited him minister 
of Colne. He was not devoid of either parts or 
literature, but. childishly ignorant of common 
life, and shamefully inattentive to his duty, 
which he frequently abandoned for weeks to- 
gether to such accidental assistance as the par- 
ish could procure. On one occasion he is said 
to have read the funeral service more than 
twenty times ina single night, over the dead 
bodies which had _ been inte wate in lis absence. 
With these glaring imperfections in his own 
character, he ‘sought to distinguish himself by 
a riotous opp osition to the Methodists. But, in 
his last illness, it is said he sent for Mr. Grim- 
shaw to get the assistance of his instructions 
and prayers, being now fully convinced of the 
impropriety of his former conduct. 

This minister also preached and published a 
sermon against Mr. Grimshaw and the Metho- 
cists, w hich gave occasion to the only publica- 
tion Mr. Grimshaw ever favored the world 
with, It was pr inted in 1749, and entitled, 
“An Auswer to a Sermon published against 
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ihe Methodists, by the Rev. Mr. George 
White, M. A. Minister of Colne and Marsden, 
in Lancashire. By the Rev. William Grim- 
shaw, Minister of Haworth, Yorkshire.” 

Mr. Miles has done a re:! service to the 
world by re-publishing ae ramphle t, in Con- 
nexion with his valuable life of Mr. Grimshaw. 
The pamphlet consists of eighty pages, twelves, 
sah is a very good defence ‘of Methodism, par- 

icularly as circumstances then stood. But it 
has nearly been lost to the world; for it was 
with difficulty, after a considerable search, that 
a copy of it was proc aon: 

When Mr. Wesley or Mr. Whitefield visit- 
ed Haworth, the i pe was, after the prayers 
had been read in the church, to go through a 
window upon a scallold erected for the purpose 
in the church-yard, and after preaching to con- 
gres vation sc onsisting of thous: ands, they returned 
into the church, anil administered the Lord’s 
Supper to great numbers. This often took up 

a goed while; and im tle meantime, a preac hie 
er continued preaching out of doors. These 
were times of refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord, aud many crew water with joy out 
of the wells of salvation. 

It was a constant custom of Mr. Grimshaw, 


to attend the feasts and wakes, kept im the 


neighboring villages, accompanied by two or 
ihree lend preachers, whom he mvited to as- 
sist him. And after these men had preached, 


one after another, he concluded the service by 
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preaching himself. This plan produced the 
most happy effect; many were hereby kept from 
following the multitude todo evil, and from con- 
tracting debts, er wounding their consciences, 
while others got real and lasting geod to their 
immortal souls. 

At Haworth there are two feasts every year. 
It had been customary with the Inn-keepers, 
and some other inhabitante, to make a subscrip- 
tion for hore-races at the latter feast. These 
were of the jewest description, and frequented 
by the lowest of the people. They exhibited 
a scene of vulgar iioting and druakenness, cham- 
bering and wantonness, wild uproar and confu- 
sion. Mr. Grimshaw had Pate uently attemp- 
ted, but in vain, to put a stop to this on Bone 
custom. His remonstrances were but little re- 
garded, and probably any other man would have 
been abused, in making the attempt to step an 
established practice, so agreeable te the taste 
of vulgar depravity. They so revered his 
character, as to hear his expostulation witha 
measure of patience, but still persisted in what 
so much grieved him. But he gave himself 
unto prayer for some time before the feast, en- 
treating God to put a stop to this evil. When 
the race time came, the people assembled as 
usual, but were soon dispersed. Even” efore 
the race could begin, dark clouds cevered the 
sky, which soon poured forth such excessive 
rains, that the people could not remain upon 
the ground; and it continued to rain excessive- 
ly during the three days appointed for the races. 
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This event, though it took place many years 
since, is still remeinbered and spoken of at Ha- 
worth. It is a common saying among the peo- 
ple, that “Old Grinshaw put a stop to the 
races by his prayers.” It proved an effectual 
stop: for there haye been no races ia that neigh- 
borhood from that time to this day. 

What was brought him for dues, he took 
without being rigorous. He used to tell the 
people, “I will not deserve your curses when 
1am dead, for what I have received for my 
poor labors among you. I want no more of 
you, than your souls for my God, and a_ bare 
maintenance for myself.” 

His whole life proved this declaration to be 
true. He required nothing but the plainest food 
and ratment; and he would frequently coy, that 
1: weee more tagabeo desorye |. ide hated 
wastelulness, and was strictly irugal : and would 
sometimes say, “How can those persons an- 
swer before God, for the food which they de- 
ny to poor Christians, aad throw away upon 
their dogs !” 

It was his frequent and almost constant cus- 
tom to go out of the church while the psalm be- 
fore the sermon was singing, to see if he could 
fin any idling in the church-yard, the street, or 
in the public heuses. And many of those 
whom he found he would drive into the church 
before him. A person passing by a public 
house one Sunday forenoen, was surprised to 
see several persons making their escape, some 
jumping out at the lower wiadows and others 
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over a wall. He was alarmed, thinking a tire 
had broke out im the house ; but upon inquiring, 
found all this commotion was caused by the 
discovery that the Parson was coming. They 
were as much afraid ol him as of a justice of the 
peace. 
He endeavored to suppress that custom, so 
revalent m country places, of walking in the 
fields on the Lord’s day, between the Services 
and in the evening. He spoke against it in the 
pulpit; and visited the usual haunts in order to 
detect and reprove those who were guilty. 
Atsome distance from Haworth there was a 
place to which many young people frequently 
resorted. One evening he disguised himself, 
-o that they did not know him till he was so 
near them as to know who they were; he then 
poke, charging them net to move. He took 
down all their. names with his pencil, and or- 
dered them to aitend him at bis house, en a 
day, and at an hour which he named. And 
they all wentas punctually as if they had been 
served with a judge’s warrant. He led them 
into a private room, formed them into a circle, 
commanded them to kneel down, he kneeled 
down in the mids . of them, and pri ayed for 
them very earnestly, and at some length. He 
closed the interview by an affecting lecture. 
‘his discip Hine never needed to be repeated ; 
for it is said the place has never been resorted 
to on a Sunday evening from that time to this. 
When at home, he had a meeting for prayer 
and exhortation every yaorning, in the summer 
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at five, and inthe winter at six o’clock. These 
meetings were early and short, that the 
people might not be kept from the duties 
of theircalling, whether in the field or in the 
house. He thought that to begin the day with 
religious exercises, would sweeten labor, pre- 
“ty for trials, and fortify against temptations. 
is own diligence was very great. The exer- 
tions of the mest industrious man in trade, 
could not exceed his in endeavoring to do good 
to men, and bring glory to his Maker. In every 
action of common life, and in his most common 
and familiar conversation, a savor of piety was 
still to be discovered. And his mind was 
rompt and fertile, in improving the little inci- 
dents of daily occurrence, to convey and im- 
“ spiritual and profitable lessons. Herein 
e resembled our Saviour, who instructed his 
disciples and his other hearers, by cbservations 
on birds and flowers, to which he pointed them. 
In the pulpit he depicted sin in such strong and 
frizhtful colors, as to make sinners trembie. 

His c.nstitution was vigorous, his health 
good, his spirits lively, and his zeal truly fer- 
yent. He was rather low in stature; broad- 
set and strong; and a good deal marked b 
the small pox. He could endure much labor 
and fatigue; and he often showed less mercy to 
his body, thana merciful man would to his 
beast, traversing the bleak neighboring moun- 


tains in all weathers. Thus did the love of 
B@ 
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Christ constrain him to spend and be spent in 
the best and most important of all employ- 
nieiits. 


EXTRACT FROM THE SPEFCH OF DR. ADAM CLARK, 
BEFORE THE LONDON METHODIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


“ From all that I have said, it will, I hope, ful- 
ly appear, that we have received our religion 
from the apostole times; and most likely, by 
means of apostolic misstonaries:—for, the prim- 
itive disciples of our Lord received his com- 
mand in the most literal sense, Go ye into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature : 
and my brethren in the ministry will pardon 
me if they think f carry things too far, when I 
say, that it is my conscientious belief, that the 
saine command ts still bending on every minister 
of Christ; and will continue to be so, while 
there is one district of the globe, howsoever 
small, unconverted to the Christian faith.— 
And, if these things areso, should not every 
minister of Christ lay this especially to heart, 
when there is more than half a world, after all 
that has been done, on which the light of the 
Gespel of Jesus has not yet shined ? 

*And if it be the duty of the preachers to 
earry the glad tidings of salvation toevery part 
et the habitable globe : it is the duty of the peo- 
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ve who know the joyful sound, and walk in the 
light of God’s countenance, to furnish the means 
whereby the messengers of peace may be sup- 
ported in their arduous undertaking. 
“ [tis true, that God must open the door of 
faith to the heathen ; and we should wait till we 
hear a voice, as in acertatn case, Come over to 
Macedonia and help us! Bat is not this door 
opened in different dark parts of Europe—in 
Africa—in America, and the almost innumera- 
“ islands in that partiof the globe? and also, 
1 Asia, where either Paganism of the worst 
alae or oppressive and degrading /Moham- 
medantsm, governs more than one four th of the 
globe with an absolute and destructive sway. 
“The call from these diiferent regions ts not 
equivocal: it is clear, distinct, and strong. 
The harvest is plenteous—the iiieuei have 
hitherto been but few—too few in so vast a 
field! However, there have been, and there 
are now laborers. Neither prejudice nor bigot- 
ry can shut our eyes against the labors and suc- 
cess of others. Let us take a short review of 
— has been done to Christiantze the world. 

. The Congregatio de Propaganda Fide, of 
is Romish charch, founded by Pope Gregory 
XV. A.D. 1662, has sent missionaries to differ- 
ent parts of the earth: and, among them, have 
been found men eminent for piety, abilities, and 
ministerial labors: and, through them, many 
asinner has been directed to the Sayiour of 
men. 
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“2. The Danish Society, founded by Fredcr- 
ic IV. A.D. 1705, for propagating the gospel, 
in foreign parts, may justly claim a distinguish- 
ed place. They have done wonders in India, 
by the ministry of several eminent and truly 
apostolic men. 

«3, That patient, cross-bearing, and unos- 
tentatious body of Christians, called the Unitas 
Fratrum, or Moravians, have, considering the 
smallness of theirnumber, been unexampled in 
their missicnary exertions; and have carried 
the blessed Gospel of Jesus Christ, to some of 

he most remote, and most inhospitable parts 
of the globe. Of them it has been truly said, 
they have sent their ministers, 


To plant the Tree of Life in fields of ice, 
And make it flourish in eternal snow. 


“And they have succeeded,—Greenland— 
Labrador, and other inhospitable climes, have 
witnessed their extraordinary labors, trials, and 
success. Let us for a moment consider their 
origin. 

“These people were, at first, a handful of 
persecuted exiles. The Bohemians, who re- 
fused to receive the dogmas of the Romish 
church, were, by continual oppression, and at 
last, by the unfortunate battle of Prague, near- 
ly reduced to ruin. A little after the beginning 
of the eighteenth century, God raised up a man 
of the name of Christian David, of Marques- 
ate, in Moravia, who became the instrument of 
reviving pure religion among them. This 
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man applied to count Nicholas Lewis van Zin- 

zendorf aul Potiendorf, tor an asylum on his 
estates in Upper Lusatia. This being granted, 
he, and two families, in all eleven persons, went 
thither in 1722, and settled in that place, which 
is now called Hernhuth.— David, returning to 
Moravia, persuaded some naineiie more of 
his persecuted brethren to follow his example. 
They did so. The pleasure of the Lord pros- 
ni. in their hands; and the man who had 
granted them an asylum, became, in the order 
of God, their bishop. 

“[tis worthy of remark, that such was the 
zeal of this people for the conversion of the 
heathen, that when they were only about 606 
in number, they sent missionaries to the island 
of St. Thomas, to Santa Cruz, Surmam, Riode 
Berbice, the Ludians in North America, the Ne- 
groesin South Carolina, to Lapland, ‘Tartary, 
Algiers, Guinea, the Oape of Good Hope and 
the island of Ceylon! ‘Their first mission was 
to the island of St. Thomas, and the occasion 
of sending missionaries to that island was very 
remarkable. 

« About the year 1731, a negro, of the name 
of Anthony, coming trom St. Thomas to Copen- 
hi: igen, (the island being then in the possession 
of the Danes,) getting acquainted with some of 

count Zinzendor{” - servants, (who was at that 
time at the Danish court,) represented to them 
the deplorable state of the negroes in that col- 
ony,for want of spiritual instruction. He added, 


that he had a sister in that island, who was ear- 


hy 














a RFLICIOUS 


“2. The Danish Society, tounded by Freder- 
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Labrador, and other inhospitable climes, have 
witnessed their extraordinary labors, trials, and 
success. Let us for a moment consider their 
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“These people were, at first, a handful of 
persecuted exiles. The Bohemians, who re- 
fused to receive the dogmas of the Romish 
church, were, by continual oppression, and at 
last, by the unfortunate battle of Prague, near- 
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of the name of Christian David, of arques- 
ate, in Moravia, who became the instrument of 
reviving pure religion among them. This 
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man applie -d to count Wicholas Lewis van Zin- 

zendorf and Pottendorf, tor an asylum on his 
estates in Upper Lusatia. This bemg granted, 
he, and two families, in all eleven persons, went 
thither in 1722, and settled in that place, which 
is now called Hernhuth.— David, returning to 
Moravia, persuaded some aaa: hee more of 
his persecuted brethren to follow his example. 
They did so. The pleasure of the Lord pros- 
pered i in their hands; and the man who had 
granted them an asylum, became, in the order 
of God, their beshop. 

“Itis worthy of remark, that such was the 
zeal of this people for the conversion of the 
heathen, that when they were only about 600 
in number, they sent missionaries to the island g 
of St. Thomas, to Santa Cruz, Surinam, Riode * 
Berbice, the Lodians in North America, the Ne- 


, groesin South Carolina, to Lapland, ‘Tartary, 


Al: siers, Guinea, the Oape of Good Hope and 
the island of Ce ‘ylon! ‘Their first mzssion was 
to the island of St. Thomas, and the occasion 


-of sending missionaries to that island was very 


remarkable. 


Tae 


Cees 


“ About the year 1731, a negro, of the name 
of Anthony, coming from St. Thomas to Copen- 
hie agen, (the island being then in the possession 


}o! the Danes,) getting acquainted with some of 


‘count Zinzendort’s servants, (who was at that 


time at the Danish court,) represented to them 
the deplorable state of the negroes in that col- 
ony,for want of spiritual instruction. Fle added, 


‘that he had a sister in that island, who was ear- 
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nestly beseeching the greatGod to send someper- 
sun to her,who could shew her the way of salva- 
tion. Anthony, having got permission from his 
master to visit Hernhuth, declared these things 
before the congregation ; observing, at the same 
time, that, in consequence of their accumulated 
labors, the slaves could have no opportunity of 
receiving religious instruction, unless their teach- 
er were himself a slave, to instruct them in 
their daily avocations! With this information, 
the brethren were greatly affected ; and several 
of them declared their willingness to go and 

reach Christ inthis wilderness. Leonard Do- 
ber and Tobias Leopold, immediately offered 
themselves for this mission: and with a zeal 
purely apostolic, expressed their willingness to 
be sold for slaves, that they might have the op- 
portunity of preaching Christ crucified to the 
perishing negroes !-—W here is the zeal of these 
apostolic men? What are the thousands of 


Christians now doing for the salvation of the | 


heathen, in comparison of what these 600 ex- 
iles did ? who sent missions, and maintained 
missionaries, in almost every part of the unen- 
lightened habitable globe! Surely, their zeal 
should provoke many. Multitudes, in different 
parts of the world, are, in effect, stretching out 
their hands to you and saying,Come aad help us! 
Come, and shew us the way of salvation ! i 
my friends, is glorious work for the messengers 
of Jesus; and for the hundreds and thousands 
of the congregations of Israel. 
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“It must be a matter of sincere regret to all 
who rejoice in the spread of the Gospel, that 
through the smallness of their numbers,and their 
extraordinary exertions in sending the Gospel 
to the heathen, this laborious and useful people 
should have their missionary labors cramped by 
a heavy debt, which has been incurred by their 
benevolent, extensive, and, I may add, very 
successful undertakings. May God stir up the 
hearts of the faithful in their behalf! 

“4. The Dutch Missionary Society have sent 
missionaries to Ceylon, Java,Amboyna, and For- 
mosa. 

“5. The Swedish Society have sent mission- 
aries to Lapland. 

“6. The Edinburgh Missionary Society have 
established missions among the Susoos in Afri- 
ca; and have, by means of the late learned 
aud pious Mr. #runton and others, translated 


and issued the New Testament in the Tartaric 


language, from Karas, at the foot of Mount 
Caucasus ; which has been read by several de- 
mi-heathens and Mohammedans; and we may 
confidently believe, that God’s word cannot be 
read without profit. 

“7. The London Missionary Society have 
sent out to the Hottentots, Dr. J. Vanderkemp, 
whose labors in Caffraria were crowned with 
unexampled success. For ministerial abilities, 


deep learning, solid piety, natural talents of the 


first class, zeal for God, and benevolence to 


men, he has had few equals among all the nu- 


® 
5 


merous classes of Christians. After laboring, 
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with glorious success, among the Hottentoi: 
for 15 years, he was taken to Paradise, A. D. 
181, 1m the 4th year of his age. ‘This same 
society, by means ‘of the pious "and indefatiga- 
ble Mr. Morrison, at Canton, printed the Now 
Pessamun in the Chinese language; partly 
froma MS. found in this country, which he has, 
with laudable industry, completed, with the 
addition of several books, which did not exist 
in that MS; and, aided by large grants from 
the British and Foreign B: ble Soc iety, he has 
published a pretty large edition, which begins 
to be success(ully circulated among some of the 
dependencies of the Chinese Empire. 

“%. The translating of the Seriptures into 
the different languages of .?sia, has been carr 
ed to an unpreceden ited extent, by the Rey. 
Messrs. Carey, Marskman, and Ward, Baptist 
Missionar! ICS at Sere PM pores - mtn whose panes 
should not be mentioned without honor—who 
have done, and are doing, more for the propa- 
—_ of the Gospel of Christ. by their various 

ranslatious, than has be cen done by any class of 
men, or in any century, since the foundation of 
Christianity. T h ey are not only missionaries, 
and sucesstul missionaries themsclyes, but by 
their translatious ito different Jar nguages, of 
w hich they have now twer nty-one,either in hen d, 
inthe press, or in circulation; they are success- 7 
ful pioneers, to open the way of missionaries in 
general, to all the nations of India and China. 
Not only Dr. Marshman’s translation of the 
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whole Bible into Chinese, which I understand is 
nearly cou vleted; but his extraordinary inven- 
tion of mavegh ble maT types for that language, 
will, with comparatively little cost and trouble, 
multiply copies of the Sacred W ritings, in tens 
ol thoussiada, to be dispersed in that vast em- 
ae 
A Society, under the direction of sever- 
al eminent pious ministers of the Church of 
England, called The Church. Missionary Society, 
have seut out several pious men, chic ily foreign- 
rs. to Cifereat parts of ‘A fries, and the East. 
Tits Society is in its infancy; but, as itis well 
organized, and liberally suppor ted, there is 
every reason to beliavdthat much fruit shall 
be produced, if a missiouary spiit be poured 
oul ‘on some of the younger cler gy of our coun- 
try; so that the benevolent directors of it ma 
not be obliged to employ foreigners, (who la- 
bor under many disadyanteges,) todo that work 
which God has called tie Mimsters of the 
Ciurch of Esgiand to perform. Mr. Leopold 
Butscher, a pious, learned, and labericus for- 


eigner, has labored under the direction of this 


Suciety, for some years, in the colony ef Sierra 
"? ‘one, and its vicinity, with great zeal, pru- 
dence, and perseverance. 

“10. To the MWMethodists’ connexion | may 
now fairiy call yourattention. Surely they have 
been amoag ihe first. and most extensive, mn 
this couutry, in sending missionaries to duter- 
6ut parts of the globe :—them most eriravrdin- 

C 
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ary success in Worth America, the West India 
Islands, Nova Scotia, and Newfoundland, is wot 
unkaown to the British public. For nearly 
thirty years, the late indefatigable and regret- 
ted Dr. Thomas Coke, conducted those Mis- 
sions abroad, under the direction of the Meth- 
odists’ Conference ; aid by his rare, ard scarce- 
ly paralleled, labors, and these connected with 
him m that work, many thousands of souls have 
been brought to the knowledge of God, wlio 
bought tlem. He gave his life to this work— 
it was his meat and drink—and the convulsive 
effort that terminated his days, was a missicna- 
ry exertion, to take the Gospel to the heathens 


of Serendib. 


2 


) * Those sent to America excepted, | myself 


was one of their first missionaries. I have al- 
so, labored and suflered—with what weakness 
and success are known to him who is peculiarly 
the God of Missionaries. Tknew the heart of 
a missionary, and bis labors; and | know what 
it is to be from under the immediate protection 
of British Lows. 

« But I return to say, that the Methodists 
being one of the most numerous religious bo- 
dies in the nation, we are called to make pecu- 
liar exertions: we have, through God, done 
much; and, except In our own congregations, | 
have scarcely ever solicited the help of the 
public. We are now brought into somewhat 
difierent circumstances: our labors, expenditure 
anc calis ave increasing ; trom diferent parts of | 
the globe we hear the cry, Come and help us! 3 
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Is this to be considered an opening of Provi- 
dence? If not, what can be considered such? 
To prove that it 1s so, God has raiséd up the 
men—yes, we have men of God, ful of the 
Holy Ghost and power, who come forward to 
us, and say, “Here are we: send us! send us 
to the East, or the West, or the North, or the 
South! we will cheerfully go in the name and 
strength of God, and publish salvation to per- ° 
ishifie sinners, through the blood of the Lamb.” 
Here then is the ca/l, here the open door, here 
the heralds of salvation; and may [ not say, 
here are the people of God, whe teel that they 
owe their all to Him, ready to consecrate their 
service to their Maker; and to employ their 
money and their ¢f/luence, to spread the savor of 
Christ crucified throughout the earth. You 
have heard, that you have received the Gos- 
pel of Jesus by means of missionaries: do you 
not feel yourselves bound to send that blessing 
to others, which God, in his endless mercy, has 
so freely given to you? You have freely and 
abundantly received: help therefore to send 
the testimony of Jesus te the multitudes that 
are per ishing for lack of knowledge :—by means 
of tiese missionaries, preach the ‘Gospel to the 
poor, and bind up the broken hearted, enligh- 
ten them that sit in darkness, and in the valley 
of the shadow of death: and through you, the’ 
thanksgiving of many shall redound to the glo- 
ry aud praise of Gud throughout eternity. 
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“ Let the rich and the poor come forward 
in this great and important work; the pence of 
the multitude of the pious poor, will procuce 

unds to carry on the greatest designs. God 
will sanctivy what you give, and put his espe- 
cial blessing in what remains, and you will have 
the consolation to reflect that you have contr 
buted your part, through these your prozies, to 
publish the Gospel of Christ to nateons whom 
you can never see; and to tribes, of whose 
name: you havenever heard. Your support to 
the Gospel has been hitherto, in a great meas- 
ure, confined to yourselves :—by coming hearti- 

ly forward in this glorious missionary work, you 

_ . will now especially, benefit others; and thus 
Bi cive proof of your ebedience to the command 


* 


= 


ee 


== 


of Clirist, Ye shall love your neighb r as your- 
selves. 

«+ | cannot omit to state, that at this time the 
Methodists’ Society 1s called totake a more ac- | 
tive part in their own missions than they have 4 
ever done. While Dr. Coke was living, he © 
teok the work of collecting for them, particu- | 
Jariy on himself. He went from house to house 
in diferent parts of the nation, soliciting sub- 
scriptions: this he considered his own especial | 
oflice ; and, having uo regular work assigned to § 
him in our connexion, he had time to do this; 
aid it was cheerfully conceded to him, as the} 
aeacters, in their diilerent circuits, were ful- 4 
I, employed; and they contented themselves 
wilt) making ap annual collection, to supply thie 
deficiencies of us personal applications, 
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‘The case is now widely altered. Dr. 
Coke i is removed from his labors; the preach- 
ers cannot spare time from their ministerial du- 
tics, to go about to solicit subsertptions: we, 
therefore, call upon our ‘people at large, te 
come forward and supply Ais place and ours. 
T ey have been too long unemployed in this 
high and glorious calling. By forming commit- 
tecs among themselves * dividing their different 
circuits into small districts, every hand will find 
something to do; and none will be overburthen- 
ed. God will furnish His Church with the 
men; and Hoes Church will furnish these with 
the means. You, my friends, will, by these, 
your prox ies, preach the Gospel of Jesus to 
diferent regions of the earth. They will, un- 
der God, be your perenne ring Pe will teel 
an interest in their prosperity, which you nev- 
er have hitherto done—you will have an abune 
dant blessing in your work— your hearts will 
get more expan led with love to God and man: 
and, t! rough I do pot pretend {oO predict ; yet, I 
most coufide ntly anticipate a revival, nNCcrease, 
an | deeper ne of true religion among ourselves, 
a the eutcidioe of these Missionary Societies. 
Wherever they have been established, they 
have been a veneral blessing: and Lam satistie 
edvthat the M» ho lists” sOCIE LIES, ail congrevas 
tions in the Boush M ‘tropolis, will have reas 
son to maruiiy Gol that sach uicelLgs wcre 
ever eslablishe! among them. 
C2 
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‘That on which we bestow most labor, is 
not oly likely to prosper best, and compensate 
our pains : but it is that in which we shall feel 
most interest and concern, The parental soli- 
citude which we feel for its welfare, will be 
succeeded with a parent’s gratilication, at its 
growth and success. Even a thorn of a man’s 
own planting and watering, is Cearer to him 
than the fruit-tree on which he has never be- 
mowed aly culture. 

“ Time is fly: Ing 5 God ts working: the sha- 
ken and sifted nations are settling into peace ; 
the word of the Lord is going forward to pre- 

are the way of his messengers, for its ap pli- 
cation to the hearts of them who are receiy- 
fing it. The British and Foreign Bible Socie- 
ty, an institution, the most wonderful, and most 
beneficial the Christian world ever saw, is mul- 
tiplyi ing Bibles by millions, partly by printing 
them in this country, and partly by large pe- 
cuniary grants for the establishment of Bible 
Societies, for translating. printing, and circula- 
ting the Scriptures, through Europe, Asia, and 
America. Never did such a multitude of ener- 
gies and facilities combine for the universal cif 
fusion of the Gospel! We have long prayed, 
Thy kingdom come! aud God is ww the most re- 
markable manner answering this prayer.—— 
Those who do not now come forw co to the 
help of the Lord against the mighty, must ex- 
pect a worse than the curse of Meroz; and 
these who do come forward, may sert-turally 
expect that the blessing of those who were 
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) ready to perish shall come upon them. Your 
) work and your daty are before you: may God 
dispose your hearts to act according to His 


will !—-Amen. 


EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF THE METHODISP 
MISSIONARY AUXILIARY SOCIETY FOR THE LONDON DISTRICT. 


After stating the local circumstances of the 
Society, the committee proceed——* From these 
subj;ct o local interest, your committee will 
now proceed to call the attention of the Secie- 
ty to topics of more general Importance ; naines 
ly, the extent, operation, and successes of those 
Fore: on Mcneibnn’ to the support of which the 
funds of this Society are devoted. 

But as the Subscribers have been made ac- 
quainted with the state of tthe Misstons up to 
the month of August last, by the large distribu- 
tion of the General Report of the Executive 
comunttee, ordered to be printe: d by the 
Methodist Conference of last year; it will only 
be necessary for the committee to brine before 
the Society those particulars respecting the dif- 
ferent Missions which have been ‘supplied by 
the corre spondence of Missionaries, and the 
proceedings of the Executive committee, since 
that period, 

Tpeofirst subject on which your committee 
be g leave to report, Is them crease of the oume 


ber of Mossiouaries ap, voiuted Lo ¥arivus stallions. 
ae 
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dark avd vartous condition of so many parts of 
the earth, have ‘earnestly prayed to the Lerd 
of the harvest to send forth more laborers, 
have beenanswered. ‘The Conference and the 
ani ¢ committee have been able to avail 
themsclyes of the ofier of many suitable young 
men, to open several new stations, and fo re-in- 
force the Mission mother places,where the pro- 
Vision was wadequate to the exigency of 

case, and where the desires of many “to hear 
words by which they might be saved,” were 


¥ 


The prayers of the pious, who, affected hy the om 
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the most pressing. Six sania Missionaries @ 


| ' 


have been sent to Newfoundiand, three to Can- 


A. . 
ada, three to Nova Scotia, one to the Baha 
aan gr cm, 
mas, three to Ceylon, one to Jamaica, four to 


Anticua and other British Islands in the West 


Jidies, one to Sierra Leone, and two to St. Do- 


DINO 5 making Indhe whole twenty-four Mis- 7 


sioharies, appointed since the meeting in May 
Jast, in acdition to those before employe vd, 
The total number of our Foreizn Missionaries 


now amounts toupwares of Ove Hundred. Of 9 
the persons who have thus at the call of the © 


church, dey oted themselves to the work of God 


in forein parts, the committee state with great 7 


pleas ure and gratitude, that they appear i 


gene ral, emmenthy qualified for the im ortaot J 
work which has been confided to thems and 


that ther talents, pie tv. and geal, elve epcour- g 


agin pronyse of extensive usclulpess in their 
respective scenes of labor, Others, of equal 
Guulilicatious, ave liered iniidliite >, and are 
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held in reserve for future appointment; but 
) though the most urgent calls haye been made 
for their labors, the present state of the funds 
) will not allow of their being immediately sent ; 
and the managing committee have to ree: iat 
) that not only are some important new stations 
§ yet without appointments, but that others are 
5 til vacant, which have been deprived of their 
| Missionaries by death. 

The intelligence recently received from the 
Missionary stations, is of the most encouraging 
nature. In Europe the small, but not untm- 
portant Missions in Gibraltar indi irance maine 
tain their ground, and are operating to spread 
the knowledge and influence of true Christian- 
ity. in the places where they are established. 
In Gibraltar, the sociely has increased, and 
3 many of the militar y in the garrison enjoy the 
% benefits of the minisiry of the Missionary sta- 
® tioned there, to the great improvement of their 
“§ morals, and in many instances their true conver- 
} sion. By his means also a namber of useful 
% tractsin the Spanish language have be ‘en circus 
© lated and taken in Spain. At Periere,in F rance, 
®@ the committee have the satisfaction to state, 
that the increase of the congregation has re- 
quired the building ofa chapel; and this work, 
© tie erection of the first Methodist Chapel in 
4 France, is before this time completed by the 
zeal and liberality of the small society there, as- 
sisted by their Protestant neighbors. 

In the British Colones of North America, 
the additional Missionaries which have beew 
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appotated, have enabled the Disfrict Meetings 7 
to enlarge the number of stations, and to su; ply 
the want of religious ordinances to many living | 
ju situations where they were entirely destitute 7 
of them. They have been very gladly receiy- 
ed by the inhabitants aud bave catered on their 
work with the best appearances of success, 
From the fate appointment of a Missionary to 
preach inthe French language in Canada, the : 
language of a large proportion of the mbhab: & 
tants, the committee anticipate much good, 
The ignorance of the Catholic population in ® 
that province is truly deplorable. They are @ 
not only without the scriptures, but wholly ig- 4 
norant of them conteuts; im some instances even © 
of their most important facts. Mr. De Patron 


not only preaches in French, but diligently cir- 7 


culates the scriptures: and has, m many places 4 
where he has itmerated, been heard with great Ff 
attention and with some success. 

The increase of the Missionaries in New- § 
foundland,has also been followed by the opening 
new places; and religious mstruction, and the | 
ordinances of divine worship, have been sup- 7 
plied to many of the coves and harbors in that JF 
extensive settle;nent, which were before but © 
occasionaily visited, or wholly destitute of the § 
ministry. The distresses of that island have | 
indeed been very severe. The failure of their 7 
fishery, the depression of commerce, and a sea- & 
son unusually severe, have produced great sul: 7 
ferings among the inhabitants in general; but | 
mM the midst of trcuble they haye sought and é 
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found relief in the consolations of relizion—— 
Mle spirituality of the societies appears to 


have advaiaced, and their numbers are increas- 
® 
The Mission to the slaves and people of col- 
@pr in the British West Lndia colomes has in the 
Bas year been placed tu circumstances of con- 
Biderable diflicuity. The aiarms of insurrec- 
if iow, and the SUSDICIONS metdent to the state of 
ecety which exists there,have-given an oppore 
Wunity to some of the colonists to call for laws 
n some instances greatly restrictive of the 
Wreedom of religious worship, and the exertions 
Wo! Missionaries, and in ethers wholly cbstruc- 
“Htive to them. Several instances of opposition 
Man! violence m some of the islands, may be 
raced to the inflaomatory and Hhberal writings 
fan antimission party at home: but they have 
Iso excited inquiries into the doctrines ‘ard 
‘haracters of the Missionaries, which in some 
ases have issued in thei additional encourages 
@anent. The Lemislature of St. Vincent’s ap- 
Mpearto have abandoned their avowed u.ten- 
Mion to embarrass the Mission there by perse- 
Bcuting enectmenuts, and the’ session has passed 
without the adoption of those measures which 
ethic Coune:l had recommended to the House of 
ie Assembly. [pn Demerara, the opposition ape 
WBpears to subside, and the congregations have 
M#reatly increased. In Avtigua, the oldest, and 
Wrost successtul of the West India stations, ihe 
Bsocieties have had an increase of four hundred 
Bmembers, and enjoy the full confidence and pro- 
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tection of the local authorities. In Jamaica, 
the work rapidly extends, both where societies 
have been long fermed, and in new places where 
the Missionaries have been invited to exteud 
their labors. But, the co:muittee deeply re- 
gret to state, that notwithstanding the facts 
which have from time to time been exhibited 
in proof of the excellent eilecis resulting trom 
the tstruction of the negroes, and the mcreas- 


ed cumber of friends which the Mission has (3 
been aequinny among the respectable white m- | 


habitants of the coterie S, mbegy of whom have 
recesitly siznedthe most satisiactery testimonies 


ww favor of the character and usefulness of the 4 


Missionaries; laus have been passed by the 
Jamaica Levisiature, and the Levistature of the 
Bilama Islands, against whe if has been 


thoneht becessary to petition the British Gove - 
es : 
ernment, whose tolerobie spirit, and necard to] 


the reliou TORR PE ney support i, 
the confidence that frem every law restiictive Be 
of religious Liberty, and ON Pose d to the jlo de- i 
sin of Communicating Christianity to. the pas ry 


? 


gan population of the West Iudies, the Reval 7 


assent will be withheld. 


In the inscrutable dispensations of Providence, | 
four most aetive and useful Missionaries have @ 


3m 


been removed from their labors in the West | 


Indies by the diseases incident to those climates; 7 


and their places yet remain opsupphed, They 
however, honored the Missionary cause in hic 


and death; and the donation of 1601. sterling | 


to the widow of Mr. Burgar, from the parish) 
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of St. Thomas, Jamaica, voted at meeting of 
the Magistrates and Vestry as a token of re- 
spect for the memory of her husband, 1s pleas- 
ig prool that Jamaica has many respectable 
inhabitants who value the gos spel, and appreci- 
ate the pious zeal of those who hazard their 
lives to teach it to their negroes. 

The two Missionaries appointed to that part 
of the island of St. Dommgo which ts under 
the presidency of Petion, have reccnt'y reach- 
ec their desti ination; butas their lastietiers were 
written immed: ately upon their arrival, not! hing 
can be communicated respecting that important 
Mission, except, that from the inanner i hi h 
they have been rece rived, and the gualific ations 
of the Missionaries themselves, the most 
sanguine hopes may he cutertamed, that 
they may be the means of communicating the 
8 important benefits of re ligion toa people whese 
% civil condition ts rapidly advancing under a Iib- 
eral government. ‘U biting scheele with their 
proper work as ministers, they will at once pro- 
@ mote the mstruction of the adults, and sow ihe 
® seeds of kuowledge and religion in tie minds of 

the rising age. 

, An additional married Misstonary has been 
mB ar P oimted to Sierra Leone, who, it ts ho; ed, 
wili prove a uselul auxiliary to the Mis s1onar'y 
© who has for several ye ars faith Hnily an success- 
© fuliy labored in that colo: y- The schools for 
§ tle chid:en of recaptured negroes, and the 
© cluidres of the neiebvoring uibes, atuounting 
D 
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to one hundred and sixty, under the care of 
Mi. Davies, are in a flourishing and well organ. 
ized state; and since the arrival of another 
Missionary, the towns in the neighborhood of 
Free-Town, composed of recaptured negroes, 
have been visited, and promising religious im- 
pressions made upon many minds. The com- 
mittee trust that their labors, united with those 
of the excellent men of other denominations la- 
boring in the same colony, are with theirimme- _— 
diate benefits, providing the elements of the | ~ 
future instruction and the moral renovation of 7 
the population of the Western part of the vast 
continent of Airica. 
» The Cape of Good Hope is at present with. 
out a Missionary ; but the societies in the colo- 
ny are under the care of some pious and useful 
local preachers. Mr. Shaw, the last Mission- 
ary sent to that station, led by a strong desire 
to preach the gospel to the heathen in the in 
terior, has, with the consent cf the committee, 
fixed his residence among the Little Namacquas, 
a tribe of Hottentots, residing near and upon 
the Khamies mountains. Encouraged by a pt 
ous Missionary employed by the London Mis- 
sionary Society, he and his excellent and entre- 
pid wife left the Cape for the interior in a wag- 
gon drawn hy oxen, without any particular de- — 
signation; but having been met by a chief of 7 
the Little Namacqua tribe, who with some of 7 
his people were proceeding to the Cape in 
search of a Missionary, whom they might in ~ 
vite to reside among them, he regarded this at | 
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a providential indication, and consented to go 
with him to instruct bis people. He has com- 
menced building a house for himself, and a place 
for divine worship. The Hottentots appear 
not only willing, but eager to be instructed, “a 
people prepared for the Lord ;” and the rell- 
ious meetings which Mr. Shaw has already 
held with them have been accompanied with 
vowerful manifestations of the Divine influence. 
The hearts of his hearers appear to have deep- 
ly feltthe power of the word of God, and the 
voice of prayer and praise to the true God and 
Saviour has begun to gladden the wilds of that 
part of degraded Africa. 

Africa has also presented to the committee a 
new and important station in the extensive isl- | 
and of Madagascar, containing about four mil- 
lions of inhabitants, in a partial state of civiliza- 
tion, and among whom, through the influence 
and protection ef the British government tn the 
Mauritius, an opportunity of a very favorable 
appearance has occurred to communicate to 
them the blessings of our divine religion. To 
this work, the managing committee have been 
invited by a truly benevolent and liberal letier 
from the Governor of the Mauritius to T. 
THompson, Esq. M. P. one of the General 
Treasurers. ‘The occupation of this station is 
delayed only by the state of the funds; but, it 
is hoped, will be speedily embraced. No open- 
ing to the pagans of that island, of so favorable 
a kind, has perhaps before occurred. By the 
liberality of the Governor, and other gentle- 
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men of the Mauritius, copious vocabularies oi 
the language, and authentic information respec- 
ting the character, manners and opinions of the 
natives, have been offered to the Missionartes 
Who may be appointed, and thus the best facil. 
ities will be aiforde id thiads to obtaim the lan- 
guage of the island, and in that to declare to 
its inhabitants “the wondertul works of God.” 
In Asia, the appomtment of a Missionary to 
New Holland, has been pened by the man- 
ner in w hich Mr. Leigh has been received, and 
the effect which has already attended his la- 
bors. Forty-four persous have been united in 
society 3 and he has formed a circuit of one 
hundred and hity niles in extent, im which he 
iinerates, preac! hing at filieen places. In eve- 
ry place the setilers “receive the word of God 
with @! laduess 5” many of them, before his arrt- 
val, not b raving heard a sermon for ni: ny y years, 
wi hils t their chilJven were growing up In ignor- 
ance and religion. Tiree chape! ls are propo- 
sed to be erected in that colony, ove at Sydney, 
one at Windsor, and one at Castlereagh. Four 
Suondar-Scheels have also been commeuced ; 
and sith such prospects of usefulness, the Com- 
mittee earnestly hope that the public liberality 
will speedily enable the Mission Fund to meet 
the earnest wishes of the many who have 
begun to “ taste the word of life,” forthe a )- 
a. of another Missionary. It is only 


oy itmerating, that the scattered “population of 


the culony can be reached; aud the state of 
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society in the towns is such as demands the 
most zealous efforts ef Missionary labors to 
correct its depravity. The excellent chaplains 
of the colony, so far from considering the; la- 
bors ef Mr. Leigh an intrusion, received him 
with great kindness, and the Governor expres- 
sed to him his best wishes for his success. 
Thus many of the outcasts of society will 
probably be reclaimed, and the distant settlers 
will be “sought out and not forsaken.” 
Since the last meeting, the Ceylon Mission 
has been reinforced by three additional Mis- 
sionaries, who, it is hoped, have safely arrived 
at their cestination. The intelligence from 
this island continues to be of the nant interest- 
ing and encouraging nature. In July last, the 
Missionaries held their first Conference at Co- 
lumbo, and fixed their stations for the ensuing 
year. The number of stations are six, in the 
principal towns on the ceast, to two of which 
but one Missionary was appointed, from the 
deficiency of their number. The arrival. of 
the three whosailed in November last, will, in 
part, supply this want ; but the favorable facil- 
ities offered by this interesting island for the 
spread of Christianity, are such, that no efforts 
which have yet been made are commensurate 
with them. The state of the Province of Jaff- 
na, where Christianity once greatly flourished 
under the labors of the picus ministers appomt- 
ed by the Dutch government, but where Pagan- 


ism and Mahometanism have again occupied 
D2 
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much of the ground, which in that day’ was 
wrested from them, is mn ifself sufficient to stir 


up the zea! of those who love the name of the 


Lord Jesus, to efforis far more vigorous than 
any which have yet been made. And the 
Committee, moved by the representations of 
Sin Avexanper Jonysvoy respecting the condi 
tion of the lower castes in that province, have 
endeavored to meet that gentleman’s benevo- 
lent wishes as far as they were able, by direct- 
ing as large a proportion of the labors of the 
Missionaries to be devoted to that province, as 
could be spared from ether stations. By tie 
eonquest of the kingdom of Candy, an oppor: 
tunity is now aflorded for the introduction of 
Christianity into the interior, and though of the 
fourteen Missionaries at present employed | 

Ceylon, none canat present be spared tor that 
enterprize; yet, indirectly, the eflects of their 
labors on the coast, are ‘be ginning to be felt 
among the Candians ww the interior. “ There 
are,” says Mr. Clough in a recent letter, “a 
eupbns of young men, country born, acting as 
Government clerks ; who previous to their go- 
mg up received good ucder our ministry, aud 
took with them Cingalese ‘Testaments, Tracts, 

&e. They speak to the natives when they 
can, and we receive pleasing letters from them 
eccasionally. Some of the natives in the capi 
tal have expressed a strong desire to have an 
English school established there, that their 
children may be instructed. There are also 
several soldicrs, who met in class withdaabe- _ 
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fore they went away, and they are spen! ing to 
ihe nativesas well as th: ey ean, when thes can 
vet a few words of advice interpreted.” — 
The Wesleyan Mission House and Pri inting 
fice, at Columbo, are cgenek completed » Lhe 
‘hapel is opened ae Divine worship 3 and the 
resses are already employed in giving the 
Scriptures and usetul tracts to the in! abennts 
ih € Cingalese tongue, are d other lar nrUage: 
chen mw the island. The first conve: aa 


rest, Petrus, is usefully employed | In revising 
the » trams lation. s, and Or K -asional! Vo J) preacinig : 


“~ 


x 5 
wiieist other priests are under the mstrucuen of 
the Missionaries; two of whom have been bap- 
tized, and occasionally go out with them tn 
their peeaching excursions into the country, and 
exhort their idolatrous country men to turn irom 
dumb idols to serve the living God. Among the 
fruits of the Mission 1s a young man of Dutch 
descent, master of several of the languages 
spokenin the islane, and who burns with zeal 
for the cause of Christ. He was received as 
an assistant at the Ceylon Conference, and his 
case warrants the expectation that a supp ly of 
Missicnaries may, uncer God, be raised up from 
the descendants of Europeans i in the island,many 
of whom are well educated, for the diffusion of 
Ciristianity among the natives. 

Noth mri the e Xperience of Missionaries has 
been found so useful an auxirary to the preaching 
of the Gospie l among the heathen as schools, and 
their ethe:ency has no where been more tully exe 
pericuced ihaninCeyion. By them, the Dutch 
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greatly promoted Christianity in that island; and 
when they were neglected, its influence declit- 
ed. The Wesleyan Missionaries have been so 
convinced of the importance of these institu- 
tions, as not only to increase their labors by un- 
dertaking the superintendence or reformation 
of some of the Government schools,but to press 
upon the committee inthe most earnest man 
ner for the means of establishing others in va- 
rious places to which they have access, aid 
where a large and constant supply of scholars 
can be obtained. Among the noannal and half 
pagan Christians of Ceylon, the education of 
children will be the means of reviving tiie 
knowledge and influence of true Curistianity, 
both of which, among those natives who still 
profess the Cliristian name, are almost entirely 
lost; and great advantages will be obtained for 
communicating the knowledge of true religion 
to the children of the pagan part of the popu 
lation, from the readiness with which many of 
their parents suffer them to be istructed by 
the Missionaries, and the schoo! asters they 
appoint. All the Missionaries avvee in their 
omnion on this subject. “LE have been,’ savs 
Mr. Carver, “reior.ning the senool at Galle. 
Ii contains about forty fine boys, many of the a 
the sons of Modeliers, or Head men We 
bave a good day school here attached to the 
Mission, whch promises much. Many of the 
Head-mew’schildreucome wleart Baghshy We | 
pre ch to them every Saturday.” Mer. Ers 
“kine speaxing of ihe saue scuvul, observes, 
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i ere are more than seventy cbudren uncer 
> our care, to whom we preach every Saturday. 
i Some eof them on their coming to our school, ale 


} though sixteen or severteen years of age. I 
® have found so ignorant as not to know the dif 
7 — between gocd and evil. Nothing of 
§ God! nothing of eternity, or of the soul!” “] 
4 sie e,” says Mr. M-Kenny, “that ali the breth- 
Pren are decbiyi impressed with the great tnper- 
B tence of schools. If we can get schools estab- 
Bished through the island, the greatest eood 
3 villarise from it. But to England we must lock 
4 for the means of establishing aad supplying 
Bthem.” 
» The Managing cominittee have fully enter- 
Ded into these views, and voted the sum of 3007. 
§ pcr annum, for the support of schools exclusive- 
Bly; and the committee tor the London Distriet 
3 So ciety beg leave to recommend this object to 
q ihe spe cal liberal: ey of the friends of religion, 
% and the active zea! of the collectors, whose ap- 
My iications for sue h a cuarity they are persua- 
mur feannot be mace vain. 
’ By the last Annual report of the Executive 
ac inmittee, it will appear, that at the close of 
Bthe accounts m June om ‘the sui of 12,5651, 
Rood been contributed by the frends of the 
= Missions in the precedivg eleven 
Sncpths, including the balance of the former 
ay ars andat will alse appear that the balance 
eu ‘evor of the Generali Treasurers was 2.7001. 
q Bliss. Ge .; but if ts now nece ssary to state, ‘iat 


he cuiliis ol so great a uumber of Missiona- 
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ries sent out since that period, and the current 
exvenses of the Missions in general, including 
considerable grants towards the expenses of the 
Weslevan Mission House, Printing Orlice, and 
Chapel, in Columbo, and a House and School 
in Jaffna, in the island of Ceylon, have not only 
exhausted this balance, but left the funds in 
very considerable arrears. 

The committee having made these state: 
ments, now beg leave, with an earnestness for 


which the importance and pressing nature of 7 


the cause of Missions will be a sufficient apol- 
ogy, to urge upon tlie society, and its friends, 
the necessity not only of constancy, but of in- 
creased activity in a work so eminently and im: 
mediately “the work of the Lerd.” ‘They ac- 
knowledge, with joy and gratitude, the sums 


herein stated, as highly creditable to the pious | 


eal and benevolence of many places in the 


Loudon District, and to the activity of the lo % 
c1l committees, their Secretaries and Collectors. ~ 
They acknowledge with the liveliest feelings, 
the subscriptions and donations of many persous | 
of other religious denominations, whose loye to | 
tle common cause of Chiristianity is the only 


motive which could influence their co-opera 


tion and assistance. They wish to pay a just q 
te:dute to the unwearied exertions of the Lx © 


d:es, who in London and other places have s0 
snccesstully pleaded the cause cf the heathen, 


and so largely aided the Mission Funds an! } 
? : 2 ’ ° . ‘ bf 
taey fail with oy the Juvenile Society forthe | 

, ° . > he . s 
Londou East Circuit, as their cuaujutors i the 
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-work of Christ, and see in the spirit with 
)wh:ich the Missionary cause has animated 
them, an encouraging pledge of the per- 
» manency of those plans which have been devi- 
» sed for providing those resources without which 
+ Missionaries to the heathen cannot he sent. 
>) The Missionary spirit thus excited, bound up 
# with early associations, and connected with the 
) ardent feelings of youth, will give its character 
) tothe man, and animate and cheer the winter 
Sof age. But, with all these causes of gratula- 
) tion, the committee conceive that there are 
* places in the District where the plans of the 
) Society might be carried into further operas 
tion, and the subscriptions greatly enlarged ; 
) and tosuch places, and to those persons resi- 
) ding in them, by whose influence and activity 
Jonly the measure can be promoted, the com- 
# mittee would commend the subject to serious 
attention. Every consideration which can ex- 
Ycite a mind which loves Christ, which burns 
with | 
** A jealous just concern 
For his immortal praise,” 

} is furnished both by the state of the world, and 
) by the state of Missions in general, and of 
9 Methodist Missions in particular, toguduce those 
Y who have actively engaged in the cause alrea- 
dy. to perseverance ; and fully to wim over to 
j their help, those whose aid has hitherto been 
» bet partial and occasional. The prosperous or 
4 hopeful state of almost every Mission we have 





4 attempted; the abundaut opportunities ol ex- 
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tending the work in various directions; the pre: 
mature deaths of Missionarics, martyrs in the 
cause of benevolence and piety; the new sta. 
tions i the West India islands. which cannot 













be filled up until the fund receives new suplies. é 
and where many of the children of Ethiopia Wt 
are stretching out their hands to God and to 3 ® 
British Christians, imploring the light and com 
forts of the Gospel; the important call to mio 
ister to the wants of four millions of pagans in 
the island of Madagascar; the necessity of sen- A 





ding another Missionary to cheer the solitude. 
and aid the labors of Mr. Shaw, now alone a- 
mong the savages of South Africa; and fatty, | 
the important Mission iu) Ceylon, where four: 
teen Missionaries, by preaching, catechiziug, 
conducting native schools, and printing the SCV 
tures and useful books, are laying the founda- 
tions of a work, which if zealously sup orted, | 
promises, uader the blessing of the God of Mix | 
sions, to re-erect the temples of Curist, now in | 
rus throagh the neglect of Christians, to ar-# 
rest the devastating progress of Paganism and] 
Mahometanism, now almest triumohant over! 
the teeble remains of Christianity, to re-assert Mj Ne 
tie honor and victeries of the cross, and convey f Ne 
the knowledge -of God and salvation throngh an 7 
island, the essential principies of whose religion | 
is fo deny God, and the atmost universal! prac: 
tice to worship devils;s—these are the subiccts | 
witch the commitice wish to leave om the | 
minds of the Society 5 an. Macy pray, that ther | 
love to the work of Christ may abound ye! © 
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more and more tn knowledge and in all wisdom, 
that they may approve the things which are excel- 
len’, that they muy be sincere and without offence 
to the day of Christ; when it willappear that 
they “have not run in vain, neither labored in 
vain.” 


A GENERAL VIEW OF THE WESLEYAN VETHO- 
DIST SOCIETIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, 
ACCORDING TO THE MINUTES GF THE AN- 
NUAL CONFERENCES IN EUROPE AND AMER- 
ICA, FOR 1817. 

American Connexton. 


a Whites. Colored. 
2 Ohio Conference 21.041 537 
@ Moissourn Conference 3.160 73 
‘Lermessee Conierence 18.049 1,552 
Mississipi Couterence 1,531 431 
South Carolina Conference 22,3863 16,78 

Virginia Conference 18,883 5,269 
Baltimore Couterence 21,44: $.549 
Piiladeiphia Conference 23,009 8,851 
New-York Conference 19.676 1,366 
New-England Conference 13,269 38 
Gennessee Conference 17,658 77 


Whites 181,442 43,41) 
Colored 43,411 


Total 224.855 
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Evropean Connexion. : 
Great-Britain 193,679 7 
Jreland 21,051 9 
Fiance, Brussels and Gibraltar 135 
Southern and Western Africa” 157 
Ceylon and Continental India 51 
New South Wales 2) me: 
West: ludies 20,268 4 
British Awerica ql 


Total 257,758 @. 
Total in the American '*# 
Connexion 224,853 iF 
Total in the European i 
Connexion 237,758 


ee 


Grand total 462,611 ) 

The number of itinerant preachers belonging : Pp 
to the Methodist Church are as follows : 4 
I; the American Connexion 716b8 
Ii: the European Conuexion—Great- : 
Britain 6715 
Tveiand WAP 

Gu Foreign Missions 101 Bc 














Total = 1,582) 

The number of church members in the: 

American Connexion, according to the minutes” 

for 1818, amounts to 229,627, and the number th 

in the New-England Conference to above } 1 y 

690. The whole number of itinerant Viet! >) lig 
Cist preachers, as given in the same minvits | 
is 748. 3 
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The foregoing statement relates only to such 
as are ministers or members of the church, not 
including all who are hearers. From this it 
will appear, that the Wesleyan Methodists 
have not been the least among religious de- 
nominations, in missionary labors. Nor will it 
appear that they have been unmind{ul of the 
@wretebed Africans. It will be seen that they 
Ghave been instrumental in gathering above 
13,000 of them in the U.S. tothe hope of 
salvation; und the number in the West-Indies 
is not much less than 20,000*; making above 
60.000 of these children of misfortune now 
living, who are civilized and christianized thro’ 
the labors of the Methodist missionaries. 

* The whole number given in the West-Indies consists 


of Africans, with the exception of 887, who are white 
people. 


MEMOIR OF REV. THOMAS BRANCH. 

Tuomas Brancu was a native of Preston in 
Connecticut. His father, who was a man of 
wealth and respectability, gave him a good 
English education and some knowledge of the 
Latin classics. His mind, naturally sedate and 
thoughtful, received sericus impressions at an 
early period, and he made a profession of re- 
ligion, He took much delight in the writings 
of Mr. Wesley and Mr. Fletc her, and evideute 
ly aimed at follewing the exainples of those 
plous ministers of Jeaus Christ. After contine 
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uing some time an ornament to his profession, 
in life am! conversation, be was called to the 
work of the ministry. This was to him a most 
serious undertaking, and the thought of leaving 
his father’s house , filled his mind with severe 
trials. On the one hand, he beheld an aged 
father, who had indulged the fond idea of hav- 
ing bim remain at home to support and comfort | 
him in his declining years, and with him his na- 
merous friends and all the sweets of domestic 
life. On the other, le beheld the ficlds white, 
ready to harvest, and seemed to hear the voice 
of the great Head cf the Church, ealling hin 
to forsake father, mother, brothers and sisters; — 
and to go forth and iabor in the vineyard. His 
friends having reluctantly consented, he com 
ménced preaching, and believing it to be his 4 
duty to labor on the missionary plan, he enter- © 
ed upon his labers in the winter of 1800, being ~ 
about 28 years of age. In June, 1801, he | 
jomed the Methodist travelling connexion, be- 


ing received by the New-York Annual Confer- @ 


ence and stationed on Vershire circuit. In @ 
1802, he was appointed to Lunenberg; in 1808 4 
at Landail’; in 1804, at Pomfret ; in 1805, at | 
New-London ; and in 1806, he was appointed 
presiding Elder of the New-London district. | 
In 1807, he was appointed to preside on Ver- 
mont district, where he centinued during four 
years, notwithstanding his health was very J 
much impaired. In all the foregoing stations © 
he labored with great acceptance and useful- 3 
ness. His gift of utterance, though not the | 
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most popular, had nothing in it disagreeable, 
and the matter of his communications was al- 
ways sound, clear and excellent. But that 
which rendered all his services unusually ac- 
ceptable was the constant appearance of vray- 
ity and sincerity which was always visible in 
whatever he said or did. Having left the 
sweets of domestic life and eagaged in labors 
which promised him no pecuniary ‘reward, and 
to which he could have had no temporal Sndisnd: 
ment, his great ebject was to promote the sal- 
vation of men, and to advance the kingdem of 
God, For this divine work he sacrificed all 
minor considerations of wealth, ease, health, 
and even life. In 18i1, he was considered wii- 
able to continue his lates, and being advised 
by his physicians to try the benefits of a change 
of climate, he undertook a journey to the wes- 
tern states, witha view to labor within the 
bounds of the Ohio Conference. While upon 
thi s journey his health rapidly declined, aid 
he was unable to reach the place of his desti 
nation. Ou his way through the wilderness of 
the western part of Pemisylvania, feeling his 
strength fail, he stopped at a eottage where he 
soon found he should proceed no farther. He 
was kindly received by the inhabitants, and sce 
commodated as well as their situation would 
permit. Here bis mind was at first exercised 
With heaviness through manifold temptat!..is, 
but in the midst of these the candle of ‘ie 
Lord shone upon him, and he rejeiced im the 
E2 
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full beams of the sun of righteousness. Afte: 
a few days of confinement, he died as he had 
lived, trusting in the merit of an all-suflicient 
Saviour, and enjoying the prospect gf a glorious 
immortality. He was an Israelite indeed, al- 
ways In the gravity and sincerity of a christian 
minister, always apparently collected and re- 
collected. Rest, weary dust, im dust. Rest, 
weary spirit, with the Father of spirits, and 
live forever. 


ACCOUNT OF REV. ELIJAH R. SABIN, 
Taken from the Methodist Magazine, published at New- Yor, 


Diep, in Augusta, Georgia, on the 3d of May, 
1818, Elijah R. Sabin, minister of the Gospel. 
He was received on trial as an itinerant preach- 
er in the Methodist Connexion in 1799, and 
was an acceptable and useful member of the 
New-England Conference till 1812, when, © 
through increaswg infirmities, he found himself | 
unable to endure the toils and privations of 
travelling, amd received alocation. Ou receiv- 
ing this relation he removed from Boston to 
Hamden, on the Penobscot river, where he re- 
sided tillthe autumnof 1817; whenhis health 
rapidly declming, hie was advised by physicians 
to try the eflect of a southern climate. In 
conformity with this advice he left his famuly 
and by mosjerate stages proceeded to Charles- | 
ton, 5. C. and trom thence to Augusia, where, | 
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after lingering a number of weeks, under the 
influence of a fatal consumption, he finished his 
mortal course in the triumphs of faith. 

The following letter from the Preacher in 
that charge will be satisfactory to his numerous 
friends, and will witness to all how a christian 
can die. 
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Augusta, May 5, 1818. 
Dear Brorner, 

Thinking it probable that either yourself 
or Bishop Roberts will attend the New-Eng- 
land Conference, I think it preper to send yeu 
some account of the death of our dearly be- 
leved brother Elijah R. Sabin, who last sab- 
bath morning took his flight from this, to a 
world of spirits. He came here about the lat- 
ter end of January last, during the sitting of 
our Conference in this city. His health had 
been on the decline for seme time, and upon 
his first arrival here the weather«was cold and 
rainy, so as to confine him almost entirely to his 
apartment. It was hoped that when the wea- 
ther should grow more pleasant, bis health 
might be restored ; but in this we were disap- 
pointed. He contmued to grow weaker aud 
weaker till it became evident that no human : 
nieans would ever restore bim. Fera while i 
he indulged the hope of recovering and again 
returnmg to bisfamily ; but fisdmg his disorder 
increase he gave up ail hopes of life, and calm- 
ly resigned himself and family to the Divine 
Wil. In atetter tuat | wrote tor him to brother 
Johu Ciark ot Boston, ie sent a parucular mes- 
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sare to ali the preachers in that statten, that 
they should more than ever preach the Gcc- 
tr:ne of holiness) On Sabbath morning the 
26th of April, | found him much weaker in bo- 
dy than formerly. He requested me to ask 
tle prayers of the Church in his behalf, that 
he might be more abundantly filled with the 
fullness of God. On Monday atternocn be ob. 
served that he hada calm confidence in God, 
but not such a sense of the D:vine fullness as 
he wished. In the mean time his bodily strength 
was so far exhausted that he couid hardly speak 
above a whisper: about sun-set he obtained 
sean uncommon manifestation of Divine love. 
) He broke out in praising God in such a manner 
as astonished all around bim: his strength of 
voice was increased so as to be heard all over the 
house. He called upon us all to help him praise 
God, and sent for some more of the breti:ren 
to come and'see the happy state of his mind. 
This, said he, is worth praying for. One of his 
expressions was, “Jf this be dying, it is very 
pleasant dying.” Tea number of us who stood 
around his bed-side he'said, he would not ex- 
change his situation for the healthiest among 
us. Sometimes he would hold up his hands 
and say he could see the anvels and hear them 
singing, and that he conld see the crown of 
glory reached out to him. He continued in 
these transports of joy for three hours of more; 
his pains then became violent, and we all. the’t 
that his eud was fast aprreaching. He seemed 
hiniseif to be m raptures vi Joy at tue thought 
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of a speedy departure; but finding his pains 
subside, he seemed disappointed, and said, he 
hoped to have beenin heaven. Next morning 
he asked the time of day, and being told that 
it was half past eight o’ ‘clock, he said he hoped 
to be in heaven by twelve. His life however 
was prolonged a few days more. Le after- 
wards observed that possibly ba. was too anx- 
jous to be gone, and that it was best calmly te 
wait the event a the Divine Will. Elis weak- 
ness continued toincrease,and sometimes he had 
sharp pains, but not a murmuring word escaped 
him. On Saturday mght he slept tolerably 
well till about half past one o’clock : he then 
waked up with a spell of coughing which 
threatened immediate SI ulfocation. About day- 
light he breathed easier; but his end visibly 
approached. Feeling himself drawing very 
near to eteruity, he was heard to say, “Othe 
par n, the bliss of dy: ing > and then in a few 
minutes, his happy spirit took its flight to that 
rest tnat remains for the people of God. A few 
days before his death he gave me some account 
of his life and labors in the mimstry. He ob- 
served that he firmly believed the doctrines of 
the gospel as held by the Methodists; that he 
often delighted to preach the doctrine of he- 
jiness, and that he hoped to die in the firm per- 
suasion that ihe blood of Christ alone, clean- 
seth us fromall sin. I think we may safely say 

that he died a witness of perfect love. 


S. DUNWODY. 
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The following is an extract of aletter which 
the deceased wrote to the N. E. Conference 
through the medium of Bishop George, dat- 
ed Angusta, April 4, 1818. 

“ Say to my brethren in Conference, [ firm- 
ly believe I shall die a Methodist, whether I 
die in Georgia or Maine, i. e. a firm believer in 
gospel doctrines, in possession of a sound Chris- 
tian expericnce, atover and bearer of its fruits: 
or if you choose, a bible Coristian; for Meth- 
odism I perceive, gloriously accords with this 
excellent book. 

“T have had great trials and struggles since 
I left New-Eneland, but as yet Satan has not 
taken my confidence, a good hope through 

race has borne me up through all; yet at 
times with all the energies of faith and prayer 
I ceuld put forth, my head was but just above 
the water. Thanks to God, he has not suifer- 
ed me to sink; but caused me to triumph in the 
riches of his infinite mercy.. O how sweet is the 
love of God in the midst of afflictien! O breth- 
ren, come magnify the Lord with me, come let 
us exalt his name together! God has been 
pleased of late to lead my mind into a state of 
divine composure and calmness; by which, in 
some good degree, [ feel my will sunk into his, 
an! am more and more disposed to resign all in- 
to lus hands, even for life or death. The ery 
of my heart has been for a number of weeks, 
evenin the night watches, Lord make me holy! 
sanctify me wholly! fill me with thy perfect 
loye! [ often repeat with deiig ht, 
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*1, even f, shall see his face, 
I shall be holy here.’ 

“Such was my situation by spasms in the 
stomach, for several hours, that I thought se- 
riously of going sucdenly into the, presence cf 
my Judge ; but was not terrified—peace hid 
ifs residence in the soul. Forever praised be 
t!e name of our God! Vil praise him while he 
lends we breath! 

For some weeks before my sickness began, 
J four d an in creasing desire tor inward aud prac- 
t.ca! holiness, and preached it with nore warmth 

aid frequency than for some time befere. Aud 
sice my sickness it has been my chief desire 
for recovery, that IT might be restored to this 
heavenly grace and have it mingled with ail 
my prayers, conversation aud preaching. I is 
pees thirteen years since God, I trust. guve 

e this unspeakable gift; but theoueh yield: ng 
‘a pur unconmonly severe, lost the witness by 
Ccevrees ; yet at times felt the holy five for sev- 
eral years. nor did [ ever entirely lose a sense 
of it; but alas! te my shame and sorrow, | 
preached, prayed, and conversed concerning it, 
much less, ard witha sort of ianguer hitherie 
u-known. But I cannot rest here: T cannot, 
aid by the grace of God I will not; that 
whether Llive or die, I may be a shining wit- 
ness of this glorious truth. 

For nine or ten years, I think, [have seen 
a se ‘nsible decline of the experience and preach- 
Ing of this important Goctrine in the N. E. Cen- 
ference; the CuLseGucuce is, many backsiidings, 
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much lukewarinness, and stupidity or triumph 
among the wicked. I believe that a just re- 
mark by Mr. Wesley, ‘Where the work of 
sanctification goes on among believers, the work 
of God usually goes on in all its branches.’ O 
brethren! is it not time to seize on the prey? 
In this thing be ef one mind. Never rest till 
you are made witnesses of perfect love. For 
cap you preach it, with holy energy to oth 
ers,if you have it uot in yourown hearts? Preach 
it to every believer, press it in conversation; | 
do not mean controversially ; but otherwise— 
experimentally, practically,—explain, enucour- 
age, enforce. Few preachers, have a gift for 
controversy ; suchas have not, injure the Cause 
they attempt to defend. ‘Those who can con- 
trovert doctrines with ability, love and meek- 
ness, let them do it. ITleave these lines as my 
best and perhaps my last pledge of love, ade 
dressed to my Fathers and Bretiren of the N. 
E. Couference. : 


E. R. SABIN. 


—04o— 


THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPH, TAKEN FROM DR. MAC: 
KNIGHT'S HARMONY OF THE EVANGELISTS, 13 
WORTHY OF PATICULAR NOLICE, 
“Ttisremarkabie, that through the whole of 

their histories, the Evangelists have not passed 

one encomiuin upon Jesus, or upon any of his 
friends; nor thrown out one reflection against 
his eneuries, although much of beth kinds might 
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have been, and, no doubt, would have beer 
done by them, had they wat moorerned either 
bya spirit of impostore orenthusiasm. Chirisi’s 
life is not praised in the gospel, lis death is not 
lamented, his friends are not commenced, |:is 
enemies are not rep roved, nor even blamed 3 
but every thing is told nak ed, unadorned, just 
as it happened, ¢ and all who read are lett to 
judee, and make reflections for themselves: a 
m ner of “i riting which the historians never 
would have fallen into, had not ther minc's 
been under the guidance ot the most sober rea- 
som, and deeply impre- sel with ~ diguity, 
iusportaice, aud truth of theit object.” 


DREADEFUL INSTANCE OF DIVINE RETRIPUTION, 

Nenaxcrox records an awful example of 
God's judgment upon a company of profane 
vretches, who att emote d to act, ma trage Fy 
the death of Christ non the cross. He that 
acted on soldier's part, mstead of piercing with 
bis steara bladder iuil of blood, cencealed un- 
Cer i“ garment of the man who rerresented 
Christ, pierced the man to the heart; and he. 
failing down from the cross, killed hin» wine, (nm 
a disguise) acted the part of the woman that 
stood wailing under te cross. The brother of 
him who was first slain, slew ina rage the mur- 
cerer whoacted the soldier's part. and for slays 
‘ug bim was hanged, by order of jusuce. 
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A SERMON ON THE DOCTRINE OF SALVATION BY FAITH, 








BY ADAM CLARKE, LL. D. F. A. S. = a 
a hb 
What must I do to be saved ? Acts xvi. 39. : 
al 
To spread the gospel through the world, }) ™ 
God employed certain persons who were cali- fj ™ 
ed apostles, persons sent, 1. e. immediately from E 
God himself; and from Him*alone they receiv. Ft! 
ed their commission, which was as extensive as fy 2! 
the habitable world; for it was delivered in A 
Mithese words: “Go ye into all the world, and Fy 4: 
preach the gospel to every creature.” This, [ th 
they appear to have understood in the most [it J] 
eral sense, and therefore thought of nothing PF} Ys 
less than carrying the glad tidings of salvation, J) P 
by Christ Jesus, to every nation of the earth, vc 
to which the Provi'euce of God should open FF Fe 
their way. { Li 
It was necessary that, in the first planting of th 
4 ihe gospel, these messengers of Gad should be 
able to make extreordinary interposttions of Die Ft 
vine Providence in their Ree and should be Fy th 
furnished, as occasion might require, with mi- & wt 
raculous powers: and this we find was the case. PF) PY 
God did, by extraordinary providences, mark oh 
out their way, aad enabled them to work a va- ha 
‘ riety of beneficent miracles; which at once pa 
Bit poiuted out the nature of the gospel which they er 
Wy yu 
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preached, and were a confirmation of its doe- 
trines. 

Of those peculiarly providential calls we have 
a remarkable instance in the chapter before us; 
by which the apostles were prevented from go- 
ing toa certain place in Asia Minor, where they 
wished to preach the gospel, and were sent to 
another of which they had not thought. “Now, 
when they had gone ‘throug xh Phrygia, and the 
region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the 
Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia; after 
they were come to Mysia, they essayed to go 
into Bithynia, but the S ‘Spirit suffered them not. 
Aud they, passing by Mysia, came down to Jro- 
as: and a vision appeared to Paul ww the night; 
there stoed a man of Macedonia, and pra; we 
him, saying, Come over to Macedonna, and help 
us.” ver. 7—9. This was an inter position of 
Providence, which, to them, had no equivocal 
voice; and they immediately endeavored to 
reach Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the 
Lord had called them to preach the gospel to 
the inhabitants of that place. 

The nighest way from Troas in Mysia, where 
they thea were, was to run across the top of 
the Augean sea, nearly from Kast to West, 
which we are informed they did; and thus came 
by a straight course by Samothracia to Neap- 
olis, and thence to Philippi, which appears to 
have been, at this time, the chief city of that 
part of Macedonia; though two hundred and 

iwenty years prior te that, when Paulus Am- 
lius had conguered Macedoma, he made Am- 
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phipolis the chief city of that division of the 
country, which lay between the rivers Stryinon 
and JVessus. Near this city the Jews, who, for 
the purpose of merchandise, frequented these 
parts, had an oratory or place of prayer ; this 
Jace Paul, with Silas bis companion, visited on 
the Sabbath days, and preached the gospel to 
the Jews and proselytes who assembled there; 
and with such good success under the influence 
of that Spirit which was their constant helper. 
that several persons were converted; among 
whom the most remarkable was Lydia, a sellee 
of purple, trom the city of Thyatira, in Asia 
Minor. 
In their occasional attendance at this place, 
they were greatly disturbed by a young wo- 
man, who had a spertt of divination; and whi 
Was maintained by some persons of that city, to 
yoom she breught considerable gains by her 
s thsaying: this woman continually followed 
the apostles, saying, © Pnese are the servants 
of the most high God, which shew unte us the 
v cy ofsalvation,” ver. 17. A‘} this was strict- 
ly tree; but tt was a testimony very suspicious 
li such acase; and was given with that subtilty 
a d evnnmg which are peculiar to the great de- 
cuiver, who never bears testimony to the truth 
but when he designs to injure it. He well knew 
tiiat, in the Jewish law, all aagie, incantations, 
magical rites, and dealing with familiar spirits, 
were strictly forbidden: lie therefore bore,w hat 
Was in itself. a true testimony, that he might ruin 
the credit ui the aposiics. By such a testimony, 
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rom such a quarter, the Jews would be led to 
Leheve that the aposties were in com pact with 
tiese demons; and that the miracles which 
they worked, were performed by the agences of 
these wicked spirits 3 and that the whoie Wis 
the effect of magic; and this would necessari¥ 
harden their "ts bee agai ist the preaching of 
the gospel. On the other ‘hand, the geniéiles, 
fiuding that their own demon beste testimony to 
tie ay ostles, would naturally ecnsider that the 
vhole was one system; that the y had nothing - 
learn, nothing to correct ; and thus, to then, the 
preaching of the apostles must be useless. 

In such circumstances as these, nothing coud 
bavesaved the credit of the apostles but their 
dispo assessing this woman of her Jamiliar spire 

it d that in The most incontestible manner: for, 
\ uae could have saved the crecit of Muses < “aa 
Jlaron, when the magicians of Egypt turned 
their reds into serpents, had not Aaron’s red de- 
voured theirs 2. And what could have saved the 
credit of these apostles, but the casting out of 
this spirit of divination; with which, otherwise, 
both Jars and Gentiles would have believed 
them in compact? Paul being grieved, and 
| robably on these accounts, turned to the spir- 
it. and commanded him in the name of Jesus 
Christ to come out of her ; and he came out in the 
same hour; and from thence forward the yourg 
woman was rendered totally weapable of acting 
the part she had before done; and the source 
whence her wasters lad Geaved so mueh gain 
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was now most evidently closed up. This in- 
flamed them to madness; therefore vivlently sei- 
zing the apostles, they dragged them before the 
miagistrates, and accused them of turbulent and 
seditious desigus. The magistrates, without 
acquainting themselves with the merits of the 
case, ordered their clothes to be rent off, and 
to scourge thém. When this was done, and it 
appears to have been executed with as little 
mercy as justice, they were thrust into prison; 
and the jailor received the strictest charge to 
keep them safely, put them into the dungeon, 
and made their fect fasi in the siocks, ver. 18-24, 
Mm =| These outward afllictions, however severe, 
Fcontributed nothing to the diminution of their 
_— and joy: they had a happiness which lay 

eyond the influence of those changes and chan- 
ces to which sublunary things are exposed. 
They were happy in God, though in a dungeon, 
and their feet fast in the stocks: and at md- 
night, while all the rest had forgotten their 
cares in sleep, Paul and Silas prayed, and sang 
praises to God, ver. 25. While thus employed, 
requesting grace to support themselves, and 
parden for their enemies, praising God that he 
had accounted them worthy to suffer shame for 
the testimony of Jesus ; God, by an earthquake, 
and loosing the bands of the prisoners, bore a 
miraculuus testimony of apprebation to His ser- 
vants; and shewed, ina sy mbolical way, the na- 
ture of that religion which they preached; for, 
Wiile st shakes and terrifies the guilty, it pro- 
éluinis dediverance to the captives, the opening of 
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the prisons to them that are bound ; and sets at 
liberty them that are bruised. The prison-doors 
were opened, and every one’s bands were loos- 
ed; yet so did God order it in his wise provie 
dence, that net one of the prisoners attempted 
to make his escape! God never can work a 
miracle to defeat the ends of civil justice ; many 
of those who were here confined, were no 
doubt offenders against the laws, and should be 
judged by the law which they hed broken. 
The jailor, who was responsible for the safe 
custody of all who were under his care, seelug 
what was done, supposing that the prisoners 
had escaped, and knowing that his own life 
would be the forfeit, choosing rather to die by 
his own hands, than by those of others; (for 
this sort of suicide was a heathen virtue.) drew 
out his sword, and was just going to kil hime 
self, when Paul perceiving what was about to 
be dene, cried with a loud voice, Do thyself no 
ham; we are ali here! Astonished at these 
circumstances, he called for a light, (for these 
iransactions took place at midnight, ) aud secrng 
what was done, and that a supernatural agency 
was most evident ; fearing tor his [’fe, and feel- 
ing for his soul, he fell down before Paul and 
Silas; and having brought them out of the dun- 
geon, he addressed them in the language of the 
text, every word of which is most solemn and 
emphatic, O Srrs! what must I do that] may be 
soved 2. Whether ths stron: enquiry refer to 
ersonal or eternal safely; or whether it ree 
late to the body or soul wa state of danger ; it 
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js a question the most interesting and impor. 
tant to man. 

As it has been supposed that the jailor asked 
this question in reference to his personal satety 
alone, and that it had no reference to his sow’; 
it may be well to spend a few moments on the 
consideration of this point. 

The jailor had seen, notwithstanding the 
prison-doors had been miraculously opened,and 
the bands of all the prisoners loosed, that not 
one of them had escaped; hence he could not 
fee! himself in danger of losing his lite on this 
account; and, consequently, it cannot be his 
personal safety about which be enquires. He 
could not but have known that these apostles 
had been, for some time, preaching at Philippi 
what they called the doctrine of salvation; to 
this the Pyihoness liad alluded, “ These are the 
servants of the most hich God, which shew un 
tous, the way of sa.vaTion,” ver. 17. Aiud 
he knew that it was for casting the demon out 
of this young woinan that they were delivered 
ito his custody: all this is su'ficienily evident. 
Phe Spirit of God appears to have convinced 
his heart that he was lost, was in a state of the 
mest imminent spiritual danger, and needed sul- 
vations and theretore his earnest enquiry Was, 
how he should obtamit. The auswer of the a- 
_ shews, that Ins enquiry was not about 
us personal sufety; as lis believing on the Lord 
Jesus could have had no effect upon that, m lis 
present cireamnstanees: for as none of the pris 
oveis Lad escaped, aud Le saw tat this was 
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the case, neither he nor his family could have 
been in personal danger: and if they had, the 
answer of the apostles would have been as in- 
pertinent on that ground, as his question was, 
had it referred to personal danger, when he 
must have been convinced that nothing of the 
kind existed. I conclude, therefore, from the 
circumstances of the apostles, the circumstan- 
ces of the jailor, his question and their answer, 
that his enquiry concerned the salvation of his 
soul, and not the safety of his body ; and, be- 
ine taken in this point of view, it is the most 
momentous that can interest or arrest the at- 
tention of man. 

I shall now enquire, taking up the subject in 
this sense, 

J. What is implied in being saved ? 

II. How this salvation can be attained ? 

I shall not occupy any time in giving the va- 
yleus acce ptions of the term saly ation, or bemg 
saved; as] suppose it toapply here simply to 
the sale ation of the soul; and shall only observe 

generally, that it signifies a being delivered from 
Imminent danger, er imp ending — ‘ihe 
word therefore necessarily implies, Danger, 
without which there could not be Fa Tames. 2 : 
and, 2. Salvation or deliverance from that dan- 
oer, 

The danger to which a‘soul ts exposed, 1 
that of dying | in a state of sin, falling under Pm 
wrath of God, and perishing everlastingly. 
The cause of this danger ts having sinned agaist 
God by breaking those laws, to ‘the obedience 
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of which God promises [fe and blesseduess ; and 
to the breach of which he threatens death, tem- 
poral and eternal. That all human souls have 
sinned anil come short of the glory of God, I 
shall not wait here to prove; the scriptures as- 
sert it; and it is incontrovertibly proved by 
matter of fact. That all come into the world 
with a disposition that stronglystimulates then 
to vice, and makes them averse from virtue, is 
not less evident. Hence it follows, that in con- 
sequence of their personal transgressions, they 
are expose:l to endless punishment; and m con- 
sequence of their impure and unholy nature, 
they are inca sable of the enjoyment of eternal 
glory: These I judge to be truths, equally as 
serted by the Scriptures, and strongly corrobo- 
rated by reason. 

To be saved, therefore, implies the being de- 
livered from all the guilt of all sin or transgres- 
sion; from all the power or influence of sin, se 
that it shail have no more dominion over them; 
and from all the impurity of all sin, so that the 
soul shall be a fit habitation of God through 
the Spirit ; and be capable of an eternal union 
with him in the realms of glory. 


I shall net enter here into a consideration of 


the question; When are these different dezrees 
of salvation to be attained? but only assume 
that maxim in which all Christians are agreed, 
that unless the soul, in the day of the Lord, be 
found saved from all the power, guilt, and eon- 
fumination of sin, it cannot inherit an eterna! 
state of glory. 
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Therefore the second question, the consid- 
eration of which is the chief object of this dise 
course, presses itself strongly ou cur notice, viz: 

I]. How can human beings who have sinned 
avainst God, by breaking his laws, and whose 
nature 1s deprav ed and polluted, be thus deliv- 
ered and thus saved 2? or, in other words, “How 
can aman be justified with God ? or how can lie 
be clean, thatis born of a woman?” Job xxv.4, 

To efiect this, five ways have been proposed 
by Merit 

1. By the law of works; or the merit of obe- 
dience to the law of Gad. 

2. By works of supererogation ; including vole 
untary suffer LHS. rivid discip line, severe austerie 
ties, uncommended mort: ificetions of the beady ; 
tovether with the patient endurance of the un. 
ai doble miseries attencaut on the human Ife. 

By penal sufferings in the life to come, 
suc i as those purgatorial fires, imagined by the 
church of Rome; and the pretended emexca- 
tory mfern al punishments, which make a prine 
Cipal part of the doctrine both of the ancient 
and modern universal Restitutionists. 

4. By the metem psychosis or transmigration of 
souls; asa portion of moral evil is supposed to 
be detached from them in each of the bodies 
= li they successively animate. 

By the meré benevolence of God, who may, 
it is s alitined, without any consideration except 
that of His own innate eternal goodness, pass 
by the sins of a transgressor, and bestow on his 
eternal glory. 
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These five, as far as I can recollect, include 
all the schemes of salvation which have been 
invented by man. Some of these pretess to be 
derived directly from the Sacred Writings ; 

others bv inpuc ation from those writings ; tt 
others (rom nthaitins and the opinions of ancient 
philos uphe rs. 

As every thing which concerns the eternal 
state of the sonimast be doemed of taimite me 
portance; af will be necessary lo examine the 
reasons of each of these proposed scvremes, in 
order to see whether any of then be ealcula- 
tei! to ellect the purpose for wich it 4s adope 
ted ; and aiord a sure ground to SIpport a sin- 


ners ¢ i ect: iHlon of pardon ay nd final glory. a 


And it on examination, these should be ivi, 1 
! 


either inefcrent or mapyicable; whether the 
method proposed by St. Paulin tus answer to 
the jatlor, viz: Feith inthe Lord Jesus Corns, 
be free irom the objectionsto which the others 
are livble; and whether it) possesses such « vie 
dence of infaiible eliiciency, as may be ju-t'y 
deemed sufficient to vindicate the w: ys sol Gul 
Woh man, and support the mighty expecta. 
tions which the Sacred Writings authorize wea 
to build upon it. 

As each of these systems has its partizans 

end supporters, it will be necessary to examine 
them separate) y, considermg m this examine 
tion, the principal reasotis by which they appear 
tu be respectively supported. 

[‘Lo be couiunued. | 
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®ONVERSION OF A BUDHIST PRIEST IN THE ISLAND 
OF CEYLON. TAKEN FROM THE METHODIST MAG 
AZINE, PUBLISHED IN LONDON. 


“Tre manner in which I became acquainted 
with the Budhist Priest, was, by attending the 
idolatrous worship and ceremonies. On these 
occasions | was always attended by an inter- 
preter, by whose means I was enabled to make 
many inquiries; and I now particularly ad- 
dressed this priest, perceiving that he posses- 
sed acuteness of intellect, and was acknowledg- 
ed to be the best versed in the ground-work of 
the religion of Budhu, and in the sciences of 
the country. I began to take great pleasure 
in conversing with him; and the pleasure ap- 
perring to be reciprocal, eur interviews became 
tre quent, and of protr: acted length; in one of 
which he requested (hoping it “would not of- 
fend) that he might be howell to puta few 
questions to me, relating to the Christian rell- 
gion, to which when I readily assented, he be- 
gau by observing that man must be ackuo wledg- 
ed to possess two spirits or principles of action ; 
the one actuating him to do good, and the oth- 

-to do bad. He then commenced his ques- 
‘isd asking whether, if the God of thie 
Christians be perfectiy holy, that God can he 
the author of evil; and if not, where did man 
set that spirit todo evil? I answered that 
he got it from his ferefathers, wlio could trace 

G 











, 


44 RELIGIOUS 


it up to our progenitors, Adam and Eve. He 
then singaieed free whence did our first parents 
receive this evil? My answer was, the awful 
consequence of disobedience to their Creator; 
whence then, said he, that disposition to disobe 
God? Teuptation,! replied, and the devil was 
the tempter. What, said he, is the devil ? 
An evil spirit, I replied. Who, said he, made 
the devil, and how did he become evil ? God, 
said I, eoetied him a pure angel, but on his re- 
fusing to give due honer to Johovah, God ap- 
ointed him toa place of inconceivable horror, 
and destined bim and his wicked associates to it 
for ever. The English are printing Bibles in 
almost every language, which sufhieiently treat 
on this subject, and Missionaries are sent with 
them to explain them; and in the course of God’s 
providence I aad my five companions have 
come to the Island of “Ceylon, and that it was 
not for the past darkness of the Cingalese that 
God would punish them, but for rejecting the 
offer of those exalted blessings tendered to 
them by us.. I added, I have now to offer to 
you the blessings of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
and if you reject this offer, you will assuredly 
be condemned at the last day. Here he began 
to be greatly agitated, and gathering up his 
loose garmeiit with a countenance expressive of 
great concern, he mildly replied, ‘I hardly 
know what to do, I have been brought up in 
the religion I now profess, and am settled in 11; 
{ know not how to think about changing it, and 
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it isa thing which I cannot at present determine 
todo.’ He then took his leave of me, and I 
began to suspect that I had offended him. He, 
however, delayed not long to make me another 
visit, and we resumed the usual subject. 

*“ Perceiving that he continued to be very 
inquisitive about Christianity, I furnished him 
with a copy of the four Gospels in Cingalese, 
with which he was much pleased, saying, that 
it was what he had long wished to see, and 
said, Be assured I will read it with great atten- 
tion; but, may I request an additional favor of 
you, which is, to allow me to trouble you to ex- 
plain any parts which I may not understand ? 
‘To this I readily assented, and I presented 
to him the Gospels at his own heathen 
temple, when some of his pupils preparing for 
the Budhist priesthood were present, who were 
pot a little surprised at the joy he expressed, 
and the care he manifested in wrapping it up, 
as being more valuable than gold. 

“ After this, he soon put me to the pleasing 
task of explaining, to the best of my ability, 
those things which were rather mysterious to 
him. After he had read the Gospels several 
times, he began to lament that he had not the 
Jid Testament, supposing it would give him a 
clear explanation of the New. 

“T must now pass over a number of inter- 
sting evening conversations, and hasten to the 
nterview when he made a public confession of 
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the state of his mind and present views, whuch 
was nearly as follows. 

“I feel a wish togive youa relation of my 

resent condition, and I believe from what | 
pam of you, that you will not make a wrong 
use of what I say.—Since I became acquainted 
with you, your conversation and youm® answers 
to my different questions, have made a deep 
impression on my mind ; and during the past 
three weeks, 1] have been ina state of great 
distress of mind. I have frequently returned 
home after my interviews with you unable to 
sleep fer many nights. 

“T asked him the cause of this trouble ? he 
replied, that it arose from an apprehension, 
that he and his countrymen who followed the 
religion of Budhu, had been mistaken in their 
religious principles, which was te him, a con- 
sideration of the greatest importance. He 
added, that the more he thought on the subject, 
the more the apprehensioni ncreased, inasmuch 
as the evidences iv favor of the Christian reli- 
gion were making stronger and stronger im- 
pressions upon him. = [ then asked him, wheth- 
er he thought that the God of the Christian, 
was he, who ought to be worshipped in prefer- 
euce to idols? He replied, that he bad been 
considering the subject candidly, as though he 
werea member of neither communion, and had 
ollered up prayers for direction in a matter 
so important, and that if he and his country men 
were inerror, he prayed that he might receive 
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sonviction in the clearest manner, and that a 
vay might be opened by which he might 
eave his present profession, and embrace 
hristianity, not only for his own good, but for 
thers to whom he would preach it. He ad- 
led, that the more he pray ‘ed, the more did 
is Gétire to quit the religion of Budhu in- 
rease. He then asked me to assist him in 
1anaging this matter, for which his gratitude 
rould be extreme, and that-he should think 
iat the great God had sent me from England 
Ceylon, on purpose to instruct him, and shew 
im the right way of worshipping God; and 
‘return he should think it incumbent on him, 
»yhis latest hour, te make known to his coun- 
ymen the blessings of the Gospel, which had 
een thus offered to him through my means. 
erceiving that he was prepared to manifest 
s conversion, I asked him what he conceived 
ie most speedy and effectual! mode of doing 
? He replied, ‘ by laying aside m priestly 
irments, and joining myse elf to the cely of 
hristians ;’ adding, ‘lamin my present situa- 
on as comfor table as I can wish with regard to 
e things of this world; but as soon as [ throw 
f the carment, I shall be deprived of all 
eans of support, and this gives me some un- 
isiness ; and if Péinbrace Christianity I shall 
> brought into distress, because you know, for 
me time I shall be of no use to any religion, 
neaning he would not be able to p reach) ; ; yet 
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the state of his mind and present views, wiuch 
was nearly as follows. 

“I feel a wish togive yona relation of my 

resent condition, and [I believe from what | 
mee of you, that you will not make a wrong 
use of what I say.—Since I became acquainted 
with you, your conversation and you® answers 
to my diflerent questions, have made a deep 
impression on my mind; and during the past 
three weeks, |] have been ina state of great 
distress of mind. I have frequently returned 
home after my interviews with you unable to 
sleep fer many nights. 

“T asked him the cause of this trouble ? he 
replied, that it arose from an apprehension, 
that he and his countrymen who followed the 
religion of Budhu, had been mistaken in their 
religious principles, which was te him, a con- 
sideration of the greatest importance. He 
added, that the more he thought on the subject, 
the more the anprehensioni ncreased, inasmuch 
as the evidences in favor of the Christian reli- 
gion were making stronger and stronger 1m- 
pressions upon him. I then asked bim, wheth- 
er he thought that the God of the Christian, 
was he, who ought to be worshipped in prefer- 
euce to idols? He replied, that he bad been 
considering the subject candidly, 2s though he 
werea member of neither communion, and had 
ollered up prayers for direction in a matter 
so important, and that if he and his country men 
were inerror, he prayed that he might receivé 
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»onviction in the clearest manner, and that a 
vay might be opened by which he might 
eave his present profession, and embrace 
hristianity, not only for his own good, but for 
thers to whom he would preach it. He ad- 
led, that the more he prayed, the more did 
is déiire to quit the religion of Budhu in- 
rease. He then asked me to assist him in 
aanaging this matter, for which his gratitude 
vould be extreme, and that-he should think 
at the great God had sent me from England 
» Ceylon, on purpose to instruct him, and shew 
im the right way of worshipping God; and 
. return he should think it incumbent on him, 
»his latest hour, te make known to his coun- 
‘ymen the blessings of the Gospel, which had 
een thus offered to him through my means. 
erceiving that he was prepared to manifest 
is conversion, I asked him what he conceived 
ie inmost speedy and effectual mode of doing 
? He replied, ‘ by laying aside m priestly 
arments, and joining myse If to the Secret of 
hristians ;’ adding, ‘lamin my present situa- 
on as comfor table as I can wish with regard to 
ie things of this world; but as soon as L throw 
T the garment, I shall be deprived of all 
eans of support, and this gives me some un- 
rsiness ; and if Féinbrace Christianity I shall 
p brought into distress, because you know, for 
»me time I shall be of no use to any religion, 
neaning he would not be able to p reach) ; ; yet 
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Christian religion to enable me to preach it, 1 [¥ ble in 
believe the great and good God would not suf- |f the sa 
fer me for one moment to want; and one of /¥ ment. 
+ the greatest acts of mercy you can do, willbe | “A 
. to assist mea little in this particular.’ q red, 
“ At this period commenced the correspon- |§ condu 
dence between me and the Rey. Mr. Bisset, (§ Priest 
the result of which settled all his fears, and {§ receiv 
tended to confirm him in his intentions. Many (| both | 
were our subsequent interviews, in which he [@ my fai 
never failed to express the happiness he enjoy- [ priest 






din his pleasing prospects. Abeut this time [Jf evenu 


there was a meeting convened, of several Bud- @ expec 
hist Priests ona par rticular occasion, near Galle, @ hu, 

and the meeting was to continue for some days. @ tamer 
I was apprehensive he miv'it be shaken, ornet 9 of St. 
be suflicieutly prepared to stand the attacks @ chapt 
of such a number of his former acquaintance. by wh 
I however paid him a visit at this meeting, when Gospe 
they were all not a little surprised tosee me J tentio 
advance ; but they were the more surprised, J while 
when they perceived my convert advance and ans we 
join me; we then retired, and I began a very “H 
close conversation about the state of his mind, §  circur 
and found him unshaken. I asked him wheth- 7 sipresse 
er he did not feel reluctance at leaving his reli- J like a 
gion 2? He answered that this reluctance was cover 
easily overcome, because he was about to ree J reach 
ccivea better. He added, that he felt no diffi- | my lik 
culiy incasting his lot with mine, and he should | being 
be giad co have the same place with me in the ply w 
HEX WoL! 'd, and that he shouid have little trou- Prick 
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le in his mind, if he thought he sheuld be in 
he same siiuation with me at the day of judg- 
nent. 

“At this time a singular circumstance occur- 
ed, which added importance to all his past 
onduct. The afore-mentioned assembly of 
riests, availed themselves of opportunities of 
eceiving personal and public improvement, 
oth by night and day, through the means of 
ay faithful convert; and, he being the senior 
riest, was looked up to for instruction. One 
vening, whea they were assembled, and were 
xpecting him to preach on the religion of Bud-_ 
iu, he pulled out the Cingalese New ‘Tes- 
ament, and began to read the Ist chapter 
f St. Matthew, and proceeded to read other 
hapters, making his observations till morning, 
y which time he had nearly finished the whole 
rospel. He was heard with surprise and at- 
ention, and they frequently interrupted him, 
vhile he proceeded, with questions, which he 
nswered to the best of his ability. 

«“ He came to me afterwards, and related this 
ircumstance, aid after a long conversation, ex- 
ressed himself in the following manner, ‘1am 
ke a hungry man tied to a tree with a table 
overed with rich provisions near, but ont of 
each; and this will be my state till the day of 
ry liberty comes.’ We then talked about his 
eing baptized, and he expressed a wish to com- 
ly with that ordinance as early as possible, 
‘hich he considers to be the grand character- 
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ON THE DEATH OF THE REV THOMAS COKE, L L. D. ' There 
Taken from the Methodist Magazine, published in Londom  § p 
. ? @ 4 i See in 
THE Muse that soars on seraph wing sublime, ; The fi 
To sing the j ya, to’woil the woes of ‘Lime, ; There 
To hail the brave, or celebrate the wise, To he 
When fate translates tiem to their kindred skies— Anile 
Drops with diviner woe the haliow’d tear With 
On Virtue’s sod, o’sr Pruth’s rezr:tted bier. Thus: 
The bero’s valour, an? the sage’s fame, And i 
A Nelson’s glorics, or a Nowton’s name, But 
Unless sublin’d oy Wort: ’s celestin! pow’ ry Bitar 
Are but the meteors of the fl-eting hour ; To he 
* Lis when with talents equal virtucs rise, Salva 
That earth can boast the native of the skies. To bt 
When all that’s great, with all thot’s good combines, And 
The man complete in ai) bis lustre’shines ; To 5 
The bard attunes the virtue-breathing lyre, Tet 
And grows iinmortal as his deeds inspire ; Fort 


And laurels peari’d with prire Parnassian dews, " Resiz 
Reward his inomory, and exalt the muse. Brav’ 
Thrice-hallow’d shace ! trilumplhent in thine end! | Ant: 
The wise man’s tuto, «nd t!e poor man’s friend ! Lo! 
Thy life, devoted to the noblest aims, 


Shin 
With ener tic voi e this truth procliimse= O¢ 
From faith’s pare source the purest morals flow, —- 
To strew wits flowers this wilderness of woe ye ! 
Toeraly our joy, to moderste our strife, Piva 


And harmonizs tac jarring strings of life. 
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(o, turn the sacred paye,* where Truth and Grace, 
Consptre to save the recreant human race ¢ 
Sce COKE untvuid Salvation’s wondrous plan, 
* And justify the ways of God to man ;” 
expand and ijlustrate the truths divine, 
Wile heaya’s own Spirit breathes along the line! 
Bright as the morning sun, his*zenius, fraught 
With all the rich emb Ilisiment of tiought, 
Bade these biest flowers of Paradise assume 
Their liveliest odours, and their loveliest bloom. 
Go to the bed where infant mis’ry sleeps— 
Where helpless ase—where widow’d frenzy weeps; 
“here trace his fotsteps—there peruse his heart ; 
Lhere see the Christian priest, the Caristian baim im- 
part : 
See in Misfortune’s dreary, dark abode, 
The friend of man, the se: vant of his God, 
Phere pours his counsels, there employs his art, 
Fo heal the bo ly, and relieve the heart ; 
And gives the lost, despairing sinner means, 
With mind renewed, to hope for brighter scenes : 
Thus op’ his arms to Miscry’s chill embrace, 
And into action call’d cach Christian grace. 
But not bis fervent philenthropic mind, 
B itannia’s lov’d paternal shores confin’d— 
To heathen lands, on Mercy’s cherub wing, 
Salvation’s healing balm he long’d to bring ; 
To burst the bonds of Superstition’s sway, 
And o’cr the carken’d werld to pour the day ; 
To spread the Gospel-glortes far abroad, 
« Till Ethiopia stretch her hand to God.” 
or this he dared o’cr savage wilds to roam; 
R«sizn’d the joys of friendship, ease, and home—, 
Brav’.! the vex’d ocean’s raging tempest-rear, 
Antall the terrors of the tainted shore. 
Lo! streams of light old Niger’s lands illume, 
Sine through the darkness and disperse the gloom! 
1’, Gambia’sf wave what raysof glory play ! 


ids, Coke’s Commentary on the Scriptures. 
‘In allusion to the missionary establishment at Sicrra Leone, 
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A stranger pours the flood of gospel-day ; 
Of life immortal he the charter brings, 
The blood-seai’d charter from the King of kings. 
Hark! an unwonted pzan loudly thrills, 
Gambia’s glad waves, and Komri’s aged hills ; 
With joy Dahomey nods his leaty head, 

And heaves old Niger on his rocky bed. 

From yonder isles that stud the western seas, 
Where sighs unceasing sweli the sultry breeze ; 
Her snaxce-hair’d head where jiated Slavery rears, 
What sounds unkpown salute the wond’ring ears! 
O ’tis the voice of joy, the hymn of praise, 

An exii’d nation chants the grateful lays. 

He, the poor slave, of ev’ry comfurt shorn, 
Despis’d, insulted, tortur’d, lost, forlorn ; 
Dragg’d from his natal shores, his infant race, 
From his lov’d sire and dearer wife’s embrace ; 
Of ev’ry hops, of ev’ry friend bereft— 
Enraptur’d finds that yet a iriend is left; 

A Saviour’s praise his gratcful lips employ, 
And Sorrow’s mean is changed to shouts of joy; 
To his sad soul exalted hopes are given, 

And brighter prospecis cf a nobler heaven; 
He owns the hand his mental bonds that broke, 
And blesses Truth, Benevolence, and Coxe 

Lamented shade ! the wish’d-for lot was thine, 
Thy favor’d soul all honored to resign, 

Ev’n inthe hour when Hope, in eastern skies, 
Saw the bright day-star of salvation rise ! 

In thee the Christian’s triumph shines complete, 
Thy death victorious, as thy life was great. 

From factioa free, from every fear removed, 
Rever’d and blessing, loving and belov’d ; 

Thy closing scene was virtue’s grand display, 
Death op’dthe portals of eternal day, 

And broke at once thy kindred, social ties, 
While shouting angels hail’d thee to the skies. 








of which, as wellas of missions in general, the Boctor was su 
perintendant. 

_¢ The personal exertions of Dr. Coke, and of the missi@ua- 
ries, have converted many of the poor Negroes to Christianity. 
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Barth mourns tic loss,though heav’n decreed the doom, 

Deploresthe friend, and consecrates the tomb ; 

Waile Hope to brighter scenes allures the mind, 

When rais’d in clery, as by God refiui’d, 

Thy form shall soar, triumphant in decay, 

To join the synod of the sons of day, 

Mount o’er tie skics, reign, triumph, and adore, 

Where grief shall blast, and death shail sting no more. 
Lrmagh, December, 1814. 





SKETCH OF ST. HELENA. 


This island has lately been rendered famous 
being the dwelling pl: ace of the exiled em- 
ror of France. It lies inthe Atlantic ocean 
arly a thousand miies west of the African 
t, and is about fifteen degrees south of the 
Th It is above twenty ‘ies In cireumfer- 
ce, its length bemg ten ries 2 pe breadth bes 
een six and seven. Some of its hills are 
ym 800 to 1400 feet in height, and others in 
e central part are still more lofty, the highest 
sasuring 2092 feet above the level of the 
1, and may be seen at the distance of 70 or 
‘miles. The highiands are verdant and afs 
‘d luxuriant vegetation. The low parts are 
rren and dreary, bearing the appearance of 
solation. 
The island was discovered by the Portuguese 
4508. It was at that time without any ins 
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habitants and without quadrupeds. The Eng- 
lish obtained possession of it in 1674, and have 
since used it for the benefit of the East-India 
trade. 

«“ The chief inconvenience to which the isl- 
and is subject is want of rain; owing to the 
great uniformity of temperature, to the con- 
stancy of the trade.swind, tothe absence of land 
and sea breezes and regular periodical winds, 
to the remoteness of other lands, to the tncon- 
siderable size of the island itself, and to the na- 
kedness of its surface.” 

The number of whabitants has been stated 
at 2.000, one fourth ef whem are soldiers, one 
fourth blacks, and the remainder are principally 
Esropeans. It is said many of those who re- 
side here are dissatisfied wath their conditicn, 
and even that DErsons born m the island are of- 
ten discontented, Situated as they ae upon a 
desolate mountain in the midst of the vast ocean, 
with so little variation of scenery and so retire 
ed from the rest of the, world, it mizht be ed 
pected that many of them would desire hapy ier 
chives. ‘The piace was made by the Creaior, 
and is a part of his work, but it certainly vew 
er was designed as a place of hay piness for bu- 
niau suciely. 








